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A level playing field 

This month’s Searchlight focuses heavily on the 
recent convictions of Martin Gilleard, Simon 
Sheppard and Stephen Whittle. Gilleard dreamt 
up a plan to bring race war to Britain while 
Sheppard and Whittle whipped up racism and 
hatred through the internet. These convictions 
follow several other recent trials of Britons who 
wanted to bring violence to our streets. 

Terrorism is an increasing threat to society. 
While I have used this editorial column in the past 
to criticise the language of the Government’s War 
on Terror, believing it has actually whipped up fear 
and loathing, I also readily accept that it is the duty 
of Government to protect its citizens. That is why 
the discrepancy in prison sentences handed down 
to nazi terrorists compared to those of a Muslim 
faith is totally outrageous. 

A terrorist offence is a terrorist offence — 
whatever quarter it comes from and whatever its 
intended target. It is time for the judges, the CPS 
and some sections of the police to stop making 
value judgements over the seriousness of intent of 
would-be nazi terrorists that time and again lead 
the nazis to be dismissed as loners, fantasists and 
amateurs, resulting in far shorter sentences. A nazi 
advocating or planning race war is no less a threat 
to British society than a man preparing to strike in 
the name of Islam. 


Playing with fire 
We also question the role of Kevin Watmough 
who, over the past few years, has been linked to 
virtually every “wannabe” nazi terrorist without 
ever being implicated himself. Maybe it is just his 
good fortune, or perhaps somebody is looking out 
for him because through him the authorities can 
keep tabs on others. If that is the case it is a very 
dangerous game. Searchlight has repeatedly exposed 
Watmough as the man behind Redwatch, the 
website that has brought fear and even violence to 
many decent people. 

What will it take for the police finally to take 
Watmough out of action? 


Local campaigning wins 

Last month the BNP was prevented from winning 
another council seat in Barking and Dagenham. 
Over 100 anti-fascists took part in four Hope not 
hate activities in the borough in what was one of 
our most intense campaigns to date. The localised 
strategy, especially the joint work with the 
Reverend Roger Gayler, persuaded some people 
against voting for the BNP while encouraging the 
strong anti-BNP vote out. 

While success cannot be guaranteed every time, 
it is clear that a concerted localised strategy that 
takes into account local circumstances and 
mobilises local people is the way forward. ~< 


5 The naziterrorist who 
prepared for race war 


By David Williams 


hen officers from 
Humberside police arrived 
at the home of a 31-year-old 
forklift truck driver in 
Goole, East Yorkshire, in October 2007 
they were allegedly acting on a tip-off 
regarding child pornography. What 
they found was a little more than they 
had bargained for: a nazi fanatic 
preparing for race war. 

In Martyn Gilleard’s flat police 
discovered over 39,000 indecent images 
of children, ranging from category one 
to five, five being the most serious, 
depicting acts of sexual sadism, torture 
and rape. They also turned up an array 
of knives, guns, machetes, swords, axes, 
bullets and four nail bombs, together 
with internet instructions for making 
poison and bombs and “significant” 
amounts of racist literature from far- 
right parties including the National 
Front, British People’s Party (BPP), 
Blood and Honour and the British 
National Party. 

Gilleard was the BPP’s Goole branch 
organiser, making him a senior member 
of this openly nazi organisation, which 
welcomes membership applications 
only from those who believe in “racial 
nationalism”. 

It was clear from Gilleard’s diary that 
he was preparing to wage race war. 
Bored with online forums Gilleard 
decided to put his money where his 
mouth was, confiding to his diary: 
“Be under no illusion, we are at war. 
And it is a war we are losing badly. 
Unless we, the British right, stop talking 
of racial war and take steps to make it 
happen we will never get back that 
which has been stolen from us. I’m so 
sick and tired of hearing Nationalists 
talk of killing Muslims, or blowing up 
mosques, of fighting back. Only to see 
these acts of resistance fail to appear. 
The time has come to stop the talk and 
start to act.” 

Gilleard was no longer at his home 
when police arrived. It later transpired 
he had fled to his brother's house in 
Dundee leading to a huge manhunt. 


Nazi 
Terrorists 


Several hours after the raid on Gilleard’s 
home the police turned up at the home 
of Tony Braithwaite, another BPP 
organiser, who alerted the party 
leadership that the police were 
searching for Gilleard. He was finally 
arrested three days later. 

Gilleard’s postings on _ internet 
forums reveal the depth of his racist 
venom. Writing about British Asians, 
he stated “you are not, nor will you ever 
be British, we hate you, you are a 
cancer in our land that need to be cut 
out”. On homosexuality he wrote: 
“these creatures should be removed 
from all civilised societys [sic]. even 
nature is trying to wipe them out (god 
bless aids). I mean ffs [for f**’s sake] 
just how many hints do these animals 
need, before they realise that they are 
not wanted on this earth?” 

Like most nazis Gilleard believed that 
a spot of national service would cure the 
nation’s ills and his belief in paramilitary 
solutions to the “multi kulti bullshit” he 
saw surrounding him began to 
crystallise. On nazi forums, where hot 
air is the norm, Gilleard could be found, 
like many others, advocating that “every 
white nationalist should get a gun’. 
He was signed up to at least one gun 
forum, believing that “an armed society 
is a polite society”. To acquaint himself 
with “fieldcraft” he used the internet to 
view SAS training exercises as “the sort 
of thing we ned [sic] to get going in the 
movement 88 [the number stands for 
Heil Hitler]”. He was also something of 
a connoisseur of online bomb-making 
manuals — he had clearly seen a few — 
advising another nazi of the provenance 
of one such manual. It was only hours 
after he made that post, in all probability 
his last, that police raided his home. 

Gilleard has a five-year-old son from a 
relationship that ended before his arrest. 
He claimed the boy was “the most 
perfect and precious thing in my life” yet 
stored his nail bombs under the boy’s 
bed. The boy’s mother was so disgusted 
by this that she gave an exclusive 
interview to the Daily Star Sunday, in 


Kevin Watmough 


KEVIN WATMOUGH is a longstanding 
Leeds-based nazi who since 2001 
has run the Redwatch website, an 
online “hit-list” which provide 
“intelligence” on the nazis’ 

political opponents, in the form of 
personal details and photographs, 
for the purposes of harassment 

and intimidation. 

Watmough joined the National 
Front in 1978 when he was only 14. 
He claims to have joined the more 
overtly nazi British Movement the 
same week. His many brushes with 
the law began in January 1981 when 
he was given a conditional discharge 


L 


for his involvement in a racist attack and in faly 1982 he was sentenced to 
six months in prison for abusing concert-goers through a loud hailer at a 
Rock Against Racism gig. Throughout the 1990s he and his associates in 
Leeds BNP were responsible for a series of attacks, which led to his arrest 
in 1994. The following year he began supporting Combat 18 and soon 


became a key propagandist. 


Throughout his sordid political career Watmough has been involved with 
almost every nazi outfit going before his recent promotion to “national 
leader” of the British People’s Party, which he runs with his girlfriend Kate 


igi 


Dermody, who heads the party’s 


women’s division”. 


Redwatch often posts photographs provided by BNP activists despite the 
BNP’s proscription of Redwatch in April 2004. One recent batch consists of 
pictures taken by the Broxtowe BNP organiser Nina Brown of protesters 
outside Heanor Town Hall protesting outside a licensing hearing for the 
BNP’s Red, White and Blue summer festival. 

The latest example of how Redwatch is used as a tool of political 
intimidation comes from councillor John Taylor, who seems to have upset 
the BNP in Dukinfield, Great Manchester. On 5 July he received an email 
saying: “Congratulations, you're on Redwatch. | am going to take you out. 
Six .22 rounds in the back of your head should do the trick. | would bring 
my .38 special but it makes one hell of a mess. I'll be seeing you.’ A fantasist 
no doubt but it illustrates the role of Redwatch. In an era in which terrorism 
has rocketed up the political agenda Searchlight again asks why the 
authorities have taken no action against Redwatch or indeed Watmough, 


who seems to operate with impunity. 


which she described Gilleard as a racist 
and violent monster, who had told their 
son that black people are monkeys and 
banned her six-year-old daughter from 
attending any party where she might 
mix with non-white children. 

She also revealed that during one row 
he had thrown his son against a wall, 
and on other occasions he had killed the 
family dog with an axe and slaughtered 
a neighbour’s cat when it strayed into 
their garden. 

After a six-day trial the jury took two 
and a half hours to find Gilleard guilty 
of preparing terrorist acts with intent to 
carry them out, under section 5 of the 
Terrorism Act 2006, and of possession 
of material which would be of practical 
use to someone preparing an act of 
terrorism, under section 58 of the 
Terrorism Act 2000. 

Gilleard had pleaded guilty on the 
first day of the trial to 10 specimen 


counts of possession of indecent images 
of children, though the jury and media 
were not told until after the trial ended. 
Gilleard had also pleaded guilty at an 
earlier hearing to possessing 34 
cartridges of ammunition without 
holding a firearms certificate. 

The judge sentenced him to 
16 years’ imprisonment, 11 years 
for the terrorism offences and 
five for the child pornography. 

After Gilleard’s conviction Peter 
McDonagh, of the Crown Prosecution 
Service’s Counter Terrorism Division, 
said: “Martyn Gilleard has been found 
guilty of serious terrorism offences. He 
was actively planning to commit 
terrorist acts against people and 
communities that he hated with a 
bigot’s zeal — black and Asian people, 
European immigrants, Jews, Muslims 
and anyone he regarded as a political 
opponent.” 


Revelation 

Following his arrest the BPP offered 
Gilleard their “full support”. His friends 
on the internet “Guestbook” of the 
nazi terror group Combat 18 (C18) 
extolled him as “a hero to the Cause”. 
When Gilleard confessed in court on 
16 June to possessing the child 
pornography images the blood drained 
from the faces of the BPP leader 
Kevin Watmough and his partner-in- 
crime Kate Dermody sitting in the 
public gallery. 

Watmough immediately posted a 
notice on the BPP website announcing 
Gilleard’s expulsion from the party 
though court reporting restrictions 
prohibited him from explaining why. 
The child pornography charges were 
highly embarrassing for the BPP 
leadership, not least because the party 
runs the Noncewatch website, an 
“integral” part of the BPP, which 
campaigns for the death penalty for 
paedophiles. The BPP regularly 
distributes leaflets with the call, “protect 
our young hang paedophile scum”. 

On 25 June, the day of Gilleard’s 


conviction, the BPP “National 
Executive Council” issued a formal 
statement affirming its “total 


abhorrence and  repugnance” for 
Gilleard. In a bid to limit the damage it 
declared: “had the full extent of his 
criminal activities been clearly known to 
the BPP then he would have been 
expelled at the time of this arrest”. 

It continued with the claim that the 
BPP “is vigorously opposed to any form 
of illegal activity of the sort Gilleard has 
been found guilty of” and that any 
member involved in similar activities 
would be subject to “immediate 
expulsion” This was untrue. 


Gilleard’s BNP links 


MARTYN GILLEARD’S connection 
with the British National Party 
went beyond the BNP literature 
found in the police search of 

his home. 

Searchlight has learned that 
after the tragic racially motivated 
murder of 15-year-old Kriss 
Donald in Glasgow, Gilleard 
travelled to the city to join BNP 
activists in an attempt to stir up 
racial tension by distributing BNP 
and Combat 18 material. 

The slogan “Whites Out” 
daubed in the area has been 
attributed to Gilleard as part of 
the effort to provokea 
white backlash 
against the Asian , 
community § 
from which 
Kriss’s killers 
came. 


On 7 December 2007 Watmough 
had issued a personal statement as “BPP 
Leader” in which he stated: “Martyn 
Gilleard is a trusted comrade and loyal 
member of the BPP ... We believe a 
person is innocent until proven guilty 
and we reserve the right to make no 
further comment regarding Martyn’s 
case until his trial is over. That said, the 
BPP is proud to have Martyn as an 
active member and we will give him our 
full support whether or not he is 
convicted of the alleged charges.” 

The BPP also publicised his new 
address at HMP Belmarsh and urged 


members to “support our comrade!” by 


A ‘loyal comrade’ of the RVF 


THE BPP WAS not the only group to be severely embarrassed by the paedophile 


revelation. The Racial Volunteer Force (RVF) also made efforts to distance itself 
from Gilleard, who had boasted on internet forums on 5 September that he 


was an “RVF volunteer”. In a statement on 25 June Adrian Brooks, the Stockport 


nazi who runs the skeleton organisation, claimed, “this bastard wanted to join 
the RVF around 8 months ago and was told to f*** off because a few had a bad 
feeling about him. It looks like those feelings was right.” 

Brooks was lying to mask his acute embarrassment at his earlier 
wholehearted support. Shortly after Gilleard’s arrest in early December 2007 
Brooks had posted on the C18 Guestbook: “Martin [sic] was a good and loyal 
comrade his capture will be a blow to the movement”. 

In other postings RVF members, including Brooks, rallied support for Gilleard 
in prison and raised money for him. NYRVF, who appeared to have 
foreknowledge of Gilleard’s terrorist plot, stated, “if there are any small messages of support you have for martyn 
gilleard at this time, please post them on here and | will add them my letter I’m sending in the morning, any small 
gestures or words of support will surely be appreciated at martyns’s time of incarceration’, adding “NO SURRENDER, 
F*** ZOG AND THERE CORRUPT SYSTEM”. 
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writing him letters and sending him 
money “to ease his ordeal”. The 
cheerleader-in-chief in this effort was 
Dermody, the BPP “women’s division” 
organiser, who fought a largely fruitless 
fire-fighting battle on the many nazi 
forums that ignited with rage following 
the child pornography revelation not 
least because many felt personally 
betrayed by Gilleard. 

The anger generated on the C18 
Guestbook was palpable. “F** you, 
Martyn! Hang yourself and burn in hell, 
you bastard! F***ing paedophilic waste 
of oxygen! This person is the worst 
enemy of National Socialism and all 
Aryan children, worse than all Jews, 
reds, muslims and niggers together. 
I'm fing ashamed and very very 
disappointed,” wrote one typical irate 
poster. 

Another with the user name “BNP 
Andrew” was similarly outraged yet 
rather than advising full co-operation 
with the police investigation, suggested, 
“for anyone who's had any contact with 
him to destroy any evidence of it, such 
as letters, emails, and anything which 
mentions him in a positive way”. 

Despite writing him letters of support 
Dermody denies visiting him in prison 
though she has made several visits, 
together with Watmough, to see Paul 
McDermott, another BPP activist, who 
was in the same prison as Gilleard. 

Notably it is only the child porn- 
ography convictions that have damaged 
the BPP’s reputation on the extreme 
right, to the extent that some are now 
muttering darkly that the party 
acronym stands for “British Paedophile 
Party”. Gilleard’s terrorist offences have 
attracted no condemnation, in fact quite 
the contrary. 


D. COPELAND & M. GILLEARD 
THE LEGENDS KEEP COMING 
NO SURRENDER. COMRADES 


Who else knew? 

Several days after news of Gilleard’s 
arrest had filtered through to the online 
nazi community a number of mostly 
semi-literate messages appeared on the 
C18 Guestbook, including one from 
“White Wolf” on 3 December, 
advising that because 
Gilleard’s computer had 
been seized by the police 
“whoever he — showed 
pictures of the bombs to on 
MSN, should think about 
wiping MSN messenger of their 
PCs) and then) remstalling) it: 
This should get rid of all your previous 
IM conversations. Because if the 
Pigs find out you knew about the plan, 
you will be charged with aiding and 
abetting terrorism ... and that is a very 
serious charge.” 

One poster calling himself Nazi 
Youth RVF (NYRVF) also noted, “I 
warned him about what he tells and 
shows people but he didn’t listen, we 
must take a lesson from this and keep 
our activities to ourselfs and also any 
illegal equipment would be best out of 
your house ‘stashed’ close by.” 

Further evidence that Gilleard had 
been a bit too talkative for his own good 
was provided by “Pino”, a white 
supremacist from Liverpool, who 
commented: “By the sounds of thinks, 
Martyn spoke of his activities far 
too much. If he did actually show 
NYRVF the nail bombs on webcam 
then hes been a bit foolish there, if he 
willing to show people the bombs I’m 
assuming hes willing to discuss it with a 
lot more people.” 

On 2 December NYRVF admitted, 
“Ive seen the nail bombs spoke about by 
the police along with some more of his 


Watmough's good friend Ursula Rodgers found guilty 
of cruelty to her own children 


artllery and belive me he is serious 
about what he does, he has done time 
before and will handle it well, it’s a sad 
day when comrades get nicked but for 
every one that gets nicked there must be 
3 more that dont get caught, it’s a pitty 
mart88 cudnt just of blown the local 
mosque up before he was arrested.” 

If such posts are true and not merely 
racist bravado they show that although 
Gilleard was acting alone he had shared 
details of his terrorist activities with 
others. The police have had ample time 
to examine Gilleard’s computer and 
Searchlight wonders how long it will be 
before these anonymous others will 
be charged with helping him prepare 
terrorist acts. 

Such postings also shatter 
Watmough’s claim that he was unaware 
of Gilleard’s “criminal activities”. 
As webmaster for the C18 Guestbook 
he must have known full well the nature 
of the terrorist charges against Gilleard 
yet chose to support him regardless. 

Why? Because Watmough believed 
that he and the BPP would 
profit by the association 
with their very own Aryan 
race warrior, a pride that 
was severely crushed when 
it emerged that Gilleard’s 
greater interest was not 
race war but the nastiest 
types of child pornography. 

Registering his own 
disgust Watmough soon 
posted his former 
colleague's details _—_ to 
Noncewatch under the 
heading “Party Political 
Nonces” with the lame 
caveat that although 
Gilleard “was indeed a 
member of the party” the 


In good company: Eddy 
Morrison with Martyn Gilleard 


BPP “is an organisation anyone can join 
by filling in an application form and 
sending it to the party address, with the 
required subscription fee enclosed, they 
have no way of screening applicants”. 

Again this was a distortion as 
Gilleard was no ordinary member but 
an organiser and comrade of both 
Watmough and Eddy Morrison, a 
former senior BPP officer. When 
Gilleard recommended Morrison's 
online memoirs to a group of younger 
nazis he commented that Morrison “is 
an honest down to earth man (and very 
funny) ... cheers eddie your the best 
mate till the next one”. It is clear from 
other postings that the two spoke by 
phone in the month before Gilleard’s 
arrest, though there is no suggestion 
that Morrison was aware of Gilleard’s 
activities only that the two were more 
closely acquainted than Morrison 
would now have us believe. 

This is not the first time Watmough 
has rubbed shoulders with would-be 
racial terrorists. In 1999 letters written 
by Watmough on behalf of C18 were 
found in the possession of Stuart Kerr, 
a young skinhead living in Chichester 
who was imprisoned for 12 years for 
firebombing an Asian-owned shop 
while the family slept upstairs. 

Nor is it the first time Watmough has 
consorted with child abusers. In 2005 
Ursula Rodgers, a member of the White 
Nationalist Party, a precursor to the 
BPP, was found guilty on four counts of 
cruelty to her own children for which 
she received a community penalty. 
The children were left in “disgusting” 
conditions and the judge branded her 
“utterly selfish and irresponsible”. 

Watmough saw things differently, 
rushing to her defence in the 
Birmingham Evening Mail stating she 
was “a good friend and comrade and 
she is someone | hold in high regard” 
and dismissing the charges against her 
as “political”. All this makes dear Kevin's 
concern for the nazis’ revered “14 
words” — we must secure the existence of 
our people and a future for White 
children — ring very hollow. 

There was a strange postscript. 
Three weeks after Gilleard’s conviction, 
The People reported that Gilleard had 
seen an imam at Wakefield prison and 
converted to Islam. The reporter 
suggested he had done it because 
he was terrified of being killed in a 
revenge attack. ~a 


Holocaust deniers skip bail to 


claim asylum 


By David Williams 


notorious Holocaust denier, 

racist and misogynist has 

joined the ranks of the world’s 

asylum seekers after being 
found guilty of inciting racial hatred 
through his website. 

Simon Sheppard was found guilty of 
nine counts of publishing racially 
inflammatory material on his Heretical 
Press website between March 2005 and 
April 2006 at Leeds Crown Court on 
11 July. 

His co-defendant Stephen Whittle, 
who used the pseudonym Luke 
O’Farrell, was found guilty of four 
counts of publishing racially 
inflammatory material in articles he 
wrote for the Heretical Press website. 

The prosecution was novel in that 
the Heretical Press site is hosted in the 
United States. British nazis had 
believed that if they hosted their racist 
ravings on US web servers they would 
be immune from __ prosecution. 
Sheppard’s conviction has undermined 
that confidence, sending shock waves 
through British fascism. 

The two were due to return to court 
after the weekend to hear the jury’s 
verdicts on further charges but skipped 
bail to the United States and claimed 
political asylum on their arrival at Los 
Angeles airport. They were taken into 
custody by the American Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS). 

An announcement by the British 
People’s Party (BPP), which has 
supported the pair throughout the six- 
week trial, said they had “made a 
deliberate decision to go to the country 
where their writings had been published 
and make a political protest” after 
receiving “written confirmation from 
the US Courts that their writings ... are 
perfectly legal under American law, 
and protected in the highest degree by 
the First Amendment”. 

They are likely to have their case 
considered at an immigration hearing in 
the US before UK authorities can secure 
their return. 

During the trial, the prosecutor, 
Jonathan Sandiford, told that jury that 
Sheppard and Whittle were “a pair of 
racists” who held “fairly extreme views 


Simon Sheppard: published 
inflammatory material 


about people who were Jewish, black, 
Asian, Chinese, Indian and, in reality, 
anyone who wasnt white”. 

He continued: “People in this country 
are entitled to be racist and they are 
entitled to hold unpleasant points of 
view, but what they aren't entitled to do 
is publish or distribute written material 
which is insulting, threatening or 
abusive and is intended to stir up racial 
hatred or is likely to do so”. 

In his defence Sheppard claimed that 
the material an attempt to “satirise” 
political correctness. It included Tales of 
the Holohoax, a viciously antisemitic 
comic strip denying the Holocaust, 
copies of which were mailed to the 
Blackpool Reform Synagogue in 2004. 
Its first page consisted of a cartoon 
captioned “Alice in lampshade land”. 
Other articles over which he was 
charged included “Auschwitz: The 
Holiday Camp for Kikes”, “Evil Zionist 
Kikes” and “Kike Windchimes”. 

The jury was also asked to deliberate 
on several cartoon strips by the 
American cartoonist Robert Crumb 
drawn during the 1960s and reproduced 
on Sheppard’s site, including “When 
the goddamn Jews take over America!” 
and “When the niggers take over 
America!”. Sheppard also published vile 
material by George Lincoln Rockwell, 
the leader of the American Nazi Party 
(ANP), including the “Coon-ard Lines 
Boat Ticket to Africa” and spoof “year’s 
supply of instant nigger” advertisement. 
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Whittle was charged over antisemitic 
articles in his “O’Farrell Column”, which 
railed against “Kikes” and “Niggers”. 

In the defendants’ absence the jury 
returned two more verdicts against 
Sheppard and a fifth against Whittle. 
They were unable to reach verdicts on 
seven further race-related charges that 
Sheppard faced. They were due to 
return to court on 28 July. 

Sheppard was no doubt expecting a 
custodial sentence. He was jailed in the 
Netherlands in 1995 for Holocaust 
denial and received a nine-month 
sentence in June 1999 for distributing 
antisemitic leaflets in Hull with Dave 
Hannam. At the time both were BNP 
activists. Sheppard was expelled from 
the BNP, but Hannam, who was jailed 
for three months, went on to become 
the BNP’s regional treasurer and a 
close confidant of party leader Nick 
Griffin, who himself has a conviction 
for inciting racial hatred. Since that 
time, as well as maintaining his own 
Heretical Press site, Sheppard has 
made himself indispensable as the 
front man and registrant for a number 
of far-right websites including the 
notorious Redwatch. 

Even before the first verdicts, 
Sheppard had decided the British 
government was guilty of “institutional 
anti-Sheppardism”. He also appears 
convinced that “the Jews” are to blame 
for his current travails, railing against 
claimed Jewish control of the media. 
The internet, Sheppard believes, “has 
provided the first opportunity for 
decades that white man has been able to 
speak to white man without a Jew in the 
middle. That is why they hate it.” 

The road to Sheppard’s prosecution 
has been long and arduous. It began on 
30 March 2005 when Sheppard’s flat in 
Hull was raided in the early hours of 
the morning. He was arrested on 
suspicion of incitement to racial hatred 
and questioned for several hours. 
Three computers were seized together 
with several hard drives, 500 
“Musigyny: Music and Misogyny” CDs, 
and large quantities of books including 
the “Suppressed Science” papers and 
Forged War Crimes, the notorious 


Holocaust denial tract by Udo Walendy. 
The police also confiscated a printed 
copy of the 1991 antisemitic opus The 
Longest Hatred. 

His flat was raided again on 12 April 
2006, when police also searched 
Whittle’s home. Again Sheppard’s 
computers were seized together with a 
number of drives and disks. During 
subsequent police interviews Sheppard 
refused to say anything though, 
as he later observed, “Luke 
OFarrell [Whittle], being naive and 
inexperienced in these matters, told 
then rather too much”. Sheppard 
answered bail on 24 May 2006 and was, 
he claimed, approached by two 
Lincolnshire police officers _ for 
assistance in relation to a posting on one 
of the internet guestbooks he 
administers. Sheppard boasted that he 
refused to help in the “stitching up” and 
was rearrested. It was not until 7 August 
that both men were charged. 

As well as running the Heretical Press 
site, which alongside the racist and nazi 
material contains sections devoted to 
sex and to cannibalism, Sheppard is 
infamous as the man who set up 
Redwatch for Kevin Watmough, a 
longstanding nazi activist (see page 5). 
Redwatch is nothing less than an online 
“hit list” that publishes names and 
addresses of political opponents under 
the banner: “Remember places, traitors’ 
faces, they’ll all pay for their crimes”. 

Watmough now runs the BPP, which 
was virtually alone among the nazi 
fraternity to show support for 
Sheppard. That said, this support was of 
a “virtual” nature as Sheppard told the 
BPP that he “does not want visible 
street demonstrations of any kind” 
figuring, no doubt correctly, that open 
association with a party that until very 
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recently gave its wholehearted support 
to a would-be terrorist exposed in court 
as a paedophile would not do his 
case any good at all. Watmough did 
however channel “a few words of 
encouragement” to Sheppard by 
publicising his email address on the nazi 
Stormfront forum for those who 
wanted to write to him. 

Watmough, who went straight from 
the court to his keyboard, informed his 
fellow racists on Stormfront: “All 
verdicts so far have been for internet 
articles on USA-based servers. It looks 
like the loophole has been closed and 
now is the time to be careful in the 
future with what we write on the net in 
Soviet Britain’. 

Given the nature of the websites he 
himself runs — particularly Redwatch — 
Watmough probably had his own 
interests at the forefront of his mind. 
Much of his party’s recent expenditure 
has been on its internet operations, 
which have been “hitting bandwidth 
limits” as well as encountering “the 
server costs rising”. However the 
expansion has not been on the party’s 
own website but on Redwatch. 

Eddy Morrison, the veteran Yorkshire 
nazi who until recently edited the BPP 
journals, thought discretion the better 
part of valour and withdrew his personal 
website “for the foreseeable future” 
rather than have to worry about 
censoring himself, particularly after a 
few jars. Other BPP bloggers followed 
suit leaving only Kate Dermody, who 
runs the BPP’s “women’s division’, to 
pursue her own one-woman war against 
the scourge of “rap” music and maintain 
faith with the “Heretical Two”. 

Other nazi internet activists are 
discussing the legal technicalities or 
otherwise of US citizens “fronting” 
websites for Britons or posting illegal 
and racially inflammatory essays on 
American websites for them 
anonymously. Many racist websites, 
including Heretical Press, already have 
“mirror” sites so that if legal action in 
Britain forced the closure of the main 
site, a facsimile would continue to exist. 

Ultimately the verdict will make no 
difference to the volume of racist bile 
posted on the internet. As Watmough 
was quick to acknowledge: “Even if 
Simon's sites are lost due to this case 
the British public will still be able to 
view thousands of other White 
Nationalist/NS sites run by US citizens 
that are much more ‘extreme’ but are 
protected by the First Amendment of 
the American Constitution so it hasn't 
really stopped the spread of ‘race hate’ 
on the net has it?” << 
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Investigation 


Morrison ousted in Sheppard trial fallout 


By Gerry Gable 


. 


EDDY MORRISON, founder and on-and- 
off leader of the nazi British People’s 
Party, has been ousted in a coup 
organised by Kevin Watmough, who has 
installed himself as leader of the 
organisation that is attracting a growing 
number of disillusioned British National 
Party members. 

Morrison, 54, has been active on the far 
right since his teens, but Watmough, who 
has a similarly long political career, is 
probably the most serious adversary he 
has ever faced. 

There has never been any doubt 
about Morrison's loyalty to National 
Socialism but his inept behaviour 
and untrustworthiness have offended 
successive fascist and nazi leaders. 
It was a running joke that every time 
Morrison ran into trouble he would up 
stakes and set up a new party. 

His earliest. partners-in-crime in 
the National Democratic Freedom 
Movement, based in Leeds, were Joseph 
Short, Cambridge graduate, synagogue 
arsonist and Satanist, and David Myatt, 
burglar and another Satanist. Myatt later 
ran the National Socialist Movement 
which David Copeland joined shortly 
before carrying out his murderous 
London bombings in 1999. 

As the National Front declined and the 
British National Party took over as Britain's 
main far-right group, clashes between 
rival factions erupted in violence at the NF 
headquarters in Leeds, with knives being 
drawn and used. 

Every so often John Tyndall, the former 
leader of the NF and founder of the BNP 
would expel Morrison vowing he would 
never return, and a year or so later he 
would be back organising in Yorkshire. 
For a while Morrison worked in London 
as a travel agent, but his main skill was 
in computing. 

While in London Morrison tried to 
establish a nazi group but it ended very 
quickly when anti-fascists attacked and 
hospitalised the entire membership. 

After he returned to Yorkshire 
Morrisons excessive drinking and 
experimentation with drugs ended his 
marriage and he fell in with some of the 
worst nazis and criminals in the region. 

As the BNP grew, Morrison was 
attracted to the idea of a new ultra- 
nationalist organisation, and formed first 
the White People’s Party and more 
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recently the BPP. His computer skills 
enabled him to produce several different 
publications and websites. 

Even Colin Jordan, the godfather of 
postwar British nazism, embraced him to 
the extent of financing some of the BPP’s 
work, after rejecting everything else on 
the far right. 

But in attempting to obtain financial 
support from violent nazi thugs such as 
Watmough and Tony White, Morrison 
dropped his guard. Throwing caution to 
the wind, he allowed the would-be 
terrorist Martyn Gilleard to join the BPR. 
He also helped Simon Sheppard, who 
was convicted last month on 11 charges 
of incitement to racial hatred, to reequip 
after the police twice seized all his 
computers. Morrison took money from 
Sheppard and acted on his instructions to 
purchase the hardware Sheppard 
needed to continue breaking the law 
while on bail. 

Many people regarded the BPP as a bit 
of a joke consisting of no more than 50 or 
so members several of whom passed on 
into the Racial Volunteer Force (RVF) and 
active terrorism. However in the past few 
months its membership, consisting 
largely of disgruntled BNP members and 
young activists with no concept of 
restraint, has grown from around 140 to 
nearly 400. 

After Sheppard's arrest Watmough had 
hidden the computers from which he ran 
the notorious Redwatch terror website 
and left Leeds for the West Midlands. 
A few months ago he returned with a 
new woman in his life. On the surface 
Kate Dermody appears to be a weird nazi 
groupie, but those on the far right who 


had had past experience of state 
intervention smelt a rat when she took 
over the nazi prisoner support work, 
visiting comrades who had been 
convicted or were on remand for terrorist 
or racist offences. 

Soon Peter “Sid” Williamson had been 
driven out of the BPP and the way was 
being prepared for a clash between Mark 
Atkinson, a former leading member of the 
nazi terror groups Combat 18 and the RVF 
who is due for release from prison later 
this year, and Adrian Brooks who has 
been running the RVF since most of its 
eading lights were convicted at the Old 
Bailey of conspiracy to stir up race hate. 
Dermody has been setting the two men 
against one another. 

Then White, who like Watmough has 
ong been suspected of being a police 
informer because of drug connections, 
turned up soon after his release from 
prison. Stunts staged by White, Watmough 
and Dermody appear designed to draw 
police attention to the BPP. 

As Morrison was trying to wriggle out 
of a potential charge of aiding and 
abetting Sheppard, the trio struck and 
expelled Morrison on the eve of an 
important national BPP meeting 
scheduled for 27 July in London. 
They claim he resigned but it is clear that 
he was pushed out so that they could 
continue wrecking the section of Britain's 
far right that most attracts terrorists and 
potential terrorists. His departure left 
Watmough in control of the BPP 
membership list and bank accounts. 

But despite all his failings, Morrison 
still has a loyal following. This war is far 
from over. ~~ 


An ongoing 
trail of terror 


Far-right terrorism is nothing new to this country 
Gerry Gable takes a look at just some of the 

many terrorist acts carried out or planned by 
nazis and fascists in Britain since the end of the 


Second World War. 


he last shots of the war had not 

long been fired when attacks 

on Jewish premises in London 

started. These hits, which 
included synagogue arsons, were the 
work of a small group of fanatical Jew- 
haters called the North West Task 
Group, led by John Gaster. 

A strange and often solitary figure, 
Gaster died in mysterious circum- 
stances a few ago years after falling out 
with people associated with the political 
operations in London of Roberto Fiore, 
the convicted Italian terrorist. 

Oswald Mosley’s postwar movements 
included on-the-run SS prisoners-of- 
war who were not averse to brandishing 
firearms in attacks on, or clashes with, 
their anti-fascist opponents in the 
43 Group. 

And in the early 1960s George Parisy, 
a Frenchman on the run after being 
involved in a plot to kill General de 
Gaulle, was caught in the bed of a 
Mosleyite activist armed with a gun and 
several passports. 

The White Defence League and the 
National Labour Party, which were 
active in the 1950s, were both known 
for their violence. At the end of that 
decade Kelso Cochrane, an immigrant 
from Antigua, was murdered by a gang 
of white racists on the streets of Notting 
Hill. They were never caught. 

Spearhead, the illegal paramilitary 
arm of the original British National 
Party, was formed in 1960, and in 1962, 
on the anniversary of Hitler’s birth, 
Colin Jordan set up the National 
Socialist Movement (NSM). The group 
carried out military training including 


unarmed combat and making bombs, 
which were used to hit Jewish and 
leftwing targets. 

Jordan was always keen to recruit 
from the armed forces. In 1962 media 
exposés forced the police to raid 
Spearhead. They already held 
substantial evidence but for some reason 
never saw fit to act upon it until an 
infiltrator and the media put them on 
the spot. The raids uncovered evidence 
of an interest in bomb making. 

However, in Jordan’s home town of 
Coventry, somebody in the police 
service tipped off Peter Ling, one of 
Jordan’s key organisers who had a 
criminal record for violence, that they 
were about to be raided. With the help 
of Pat Webb from Wolverhampton 
Ling buried a large cache of weapons on 
a railway embankment. When the 
police turned up at the NSM addresses, 
the premises were clean as a whistle. 

Webb, an ex-commando, was heavily 
involved in gun running for the far 
right. He went on to plant a bomb in 
the basement of a black family’s home 
in the 1970s which exploded killing a 
visiting teenage relative. The rest of the 
family escaped injury because they were 
attending church. 

The two most spectacular NSM 
bombings involved Brendan Wilmer, a 
young man who in later life moved to 
South Africa. Wilmer planted a bomb 
at the newly opened premises of the 
Jewish Chronicle in Holborn, central 
London, and was one of _ those 
responsible for a second bomb that 
destroyed the Karl Marx memorial in 
Highgate cemetery. No arrests were 
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Colin Jordan: his National Socialist 
Movement trained in bomb making to hit 
Jewish targets 


made but it was almost an open secret 
who had carried out the attacks, for 
which military-issue plastic explosive 
was used. 

In the mid 1960s a gang of fascists 
carried out a series of 34 arsons against 
Jewish buildings in London over more 
than a year. One attack on a theological 
college in Stamford Hill left one 
student dead and another with serious 
spinal injuries. The arsonists were 
members of the NSM and the Greater 
Britain Movement (GMB), a splinter 
group formed by John Tyndall, who 
later founded the present BNP. 

The police failed to catch the 
perpetrators. It was only after 
intelligence officers from the anti- 
fascist 62 Group conducted their own 
investigation that a series of arrests took 
place which resulted in three trials at 
the Old Bailey. In the dock were a 


serving Welsh Guardsman Hugh 
Hughes, a former Parachute Regiment 
soldier, and a number of disturbed and 
inadequate youngsters. They were 
convicted together with Jordan’s wife, 
the French perfume heiress Francoise 
Dior. No charges were brought over the 
murder, but the killer was identified 
as an NSM activist. The gang’s targets 
had included large and _ small 
synagogues, other religious premises 
and an infants’ school. 

Jordan was never charged despite 
having prior knowledge of at least one 
attack, but in 1967 he was imprisoned 
for 18 months for distributing racist 
literature. In his absence the NSM 
collapsed and was reconstituted as the 
British Movement. 

After his release from prison, Jordan 
brought together some of his more 
crazy elements to form the National 
Socialist Group (NSG) based in south 
and east London. 

Once again the intervention of the 
62 Group's intelligence officers helped 
bring about the conviction of two NSG 
members who had in their possession 
machine guns and parts. The anti- 
fascists also seized materials relating to 
bomb making and car bombs from the 
nazi activists. 

Diana Hughes, a crazed member of 
the NSM and GBM, found her way 
into the NSG and plotted to assassinate 
Prime Minister Harold Wilson as he 
left a train at Kings Cross. Hughes had 
taken along a young NSG member who 
needed a stiff drink before the planned 
attack. Although they were in the pub 
for only a few minutes they missed 
the early arrival of Wilson's train. 
They were never charged but warned 
off by Special Branch from any more 
terrorist attempts. 

The nazis’ interest in terrorism 
continued after the National Front was 
formed in 1967. At the time Tyndall 
was in prison for possession of a firearm 
and ammunition, but after his release he 
moved in on what was to become 
Britain’s largest far-right party and took 
over its leadership. 

One of the NF’s London officers, 
Kenneth Matthews, was sent to prison 
for six years for possession of explosives 
after a plot to bomb trade unionists in 
south London was uncovered as a result 
of a police phone tap. 

Matthews was just one of several 
members of the NF or other far-right 
groups, including the British 


Movement and the purist nazi League 
of St George, to be convicted on 
explosives and firearms charges, at the 
same time as the NF was attracting 


increasing support from Conservatives 
disillusioned with Edward Heath. 
Some had huge stockpiles of weapons 
such as Robert Peace from Bury, who 
had 90 guns. 

There was also ample evidence of 
strong links between the British far 
right and foreign assassins and 
terrorists, including James Earl Ray, 
who gunned down Martin Luther King 
in 1968. Ray and his brother had 
been linked to the original BNP and 
Sid Carthew, who later became 
the Yorkshire regional organiser of the 
present BNP. 

In the early 1980s three leading 
members of British Movement in the 
Midlands were sentenced to long prison 
terms for possession of a large arsenal of 
weapons and ammunition, including 
machine guns, as well as false passports. 

Suicide bombing is these days 
associated with Islamist terrorists but 
Britain's first attempted suicide bomber 
was a Birmingham NF member. In the 
early 1980s Richard Barnes went on a 
deadly rampage during which he fired a 
crossbow bolt at an Asian man, 
attempted to run down two black 
women and then kidnapped a woman. 
An autopsy was unable to determine 
whether she was dead when Barnes 
placed her in the boot of his car or died 
when Barnes drove the car into a 
leftwing bookshop where it burst into 
flames. Barnes was pulled from the 
blaze and eventually sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 

One of the most high profile 
BNP terrorists was Tony Lecomber, 
who in 1985 injured himself with a nail 
bomb while attempting to blow up the 
offices of a leftwing political party. 
Police found ten grenades, seven petrol 
bombs and two detonators at his home. 
He was convicted for offences under the 
Explosives Act but sentenced to only 
three years in prison. After his release 
he was promoted to a senior position in 
the BNP. 

Nick Griffin in the 1980s had not yet 
joined the party he was later to lead, but 
was working closely with Italian fascist 
terrorists to establish a cadre of 
“political soldiers”. A Special Branch 
officer described much of the NF 
political soldiers’ internal material as not 
what one might expect from people 
who were only engaging in political 
campaigning. 

Since the 1980s Fiore, with whom 
Griffin still has close links, has safe- 
housed a stream of political and 
criminal colleagues arriving in London, 
including Andrea Insabato, who in 
December 2000 threw a bomb into the 
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offices of the leftwing daily I/ Manifesto. 
Others were on the run for armed 
robberies to support their cause. Rapists 
and killers have been no strangers to 
this group of unwanted migrants 

In the mid 1980s Jordan wrote in the 
League of St George publication League 
Review about his vision for the future of 
the British far right. He envisaged two 
strands, one an open political 
organisation, the other an underground 
terrorist-type group. 

Many on the far right appear to have 
adopted this outlook, including people 
in the BNP and a number of smaller, 
more criminal and extreme groups, such 
as the British People’s Party (BPP) 
Racial Volunteer Force, Aryan Strike 
Force and Power. Underlying the 
terrorist structure is Redwatch, the nazi 
website that posts personal details and 
pictures of opponents of the nazis to 
intimidate them and worse. 

Griffin still refers to a coming civil 
war or race war in Britain and cultivates 
his relationship with hardline nazis, 
such as the American Preston 
Wiginton, and even convicted terrorists 
such as Horst Mahler. 

It was Griffin's talk of race war 
that inspired Robert Cottage, the 
BNP member and former election 
candidate who last year pleaded guilty 
of stockpiling chemicals for use in 
bomb making. 

David Copeland, whose three bombs 
exploded in London over two weeks in 


found his 
ambitions frustrated in the BNP but 
they were able to bloom in the National 
Socialist Movement, a tiny nazi group 
unrelated to the NSM of the 1960s, run 
by Tony Williams, a former school 
chum and political ally of Griffin. 


terrorist 


April 


1999, 


The London bombings grabbed 
the headlines, unlike a petrol bombing 
of an Asian shop in Chichester two 
weeks before Copeland’s first bomb. 
Stuart Kerr earned a 12-year sentence 
for the attack but was not charged with 
setting alight a police car inside a police 
compound. Kerr was fascinated by 
Nazism and was in contact with the 
nazi terror group Combat 18. 

Another attack in that same period 
seriously damaged an unemployed 
workers’ centre in Mansfield in 
Nottinghamshire. It was followed 
shortly afterwards by an attempted 
car bomb attack on the May Day 
celebrations in Chesterfield in 
Derbyshire. During the early hours of 
May Day a police patrol car chased a 
stolen vehicle. The occupants ran 
away but left behind the makings of a 
car bomb. This too went unreported. 
The perpetrators were never caught. 

The three life sentences handed down 
to Copeland proved no deterrent to 
David ‘Tovey, who is now serving an 
11-year sentence after being caught in 
2002 with a huge arsenal of terrorist 
equipment in his home in Oxfordshire, 
including military plastic explosive, 


Top row from left: London bomber 
David Copeland; would-be 

bomber David Tovey; 

Robert Cottage who stockpiled 
chemicals; Ellis Hammond who 
imported weapons. 

Bottom row from left: Charlie Sargent 
who ran Combat 18 and murdered a 
fellow nazi; Roberto Fiore convicted 
Italian terrorist and Nick Griffin's 
mentor; Owen Dodds, jailed for 
seven years in June after blowing off 
his fingers with a homemade bomb 
(see Searchlight, July 2008) 


sophisticated remote control detonation 
devices and state-of-the-art weapons. 
Tovey, who appears to have applied to 
join the BNP, had intended to bomb 
Swindon mosque. 

One of the most sinister cases that 
shows how determined far-right 
extremists will use the deranged and 
deviant, is that of Colin Ireland, who 
had a long involvement with survivalist 
groups. Dressed in his paramilitary 
outfit, Ireland, who was deranged and 
confused about his own sexuality, 
approached Combat 18 with a view to 
joining. He was rejected as unstable but 
some evil person or persons in C18 
suggested he prove himself by killing a 
gay person. This set him off on a deadly 
course that led to the murders of five 
gay men in fairly quick succession in 
1993 and bizarre rituals attached to 
some of the killings. Ireland was shut 
away for life. 

The far-right terrorist threat 
continues to this day. Early this year 
Ellis Hammond was allowed to resign 
from his job as a Police Community 
Support Officer in southeast London 
after Post Office security officers 
intercepted a package sent to him from 
the USA that contained an illegal Taser 
gun. When police officers raided his 
home they found a CS gas canister, 
various weapons, BNP and other far- 
right material and a BNP membership 
card, in contravention of a ban on police 


officers joining the party. 


His strangely lenient treatment by the 
police and Crown Prosecution Service, 
which resulted in him leaving court 
with a one-year conditional discharge, is 
now the subject of complaints by 
Searchlight and the Metropolitan 
Police Independent Advisory Group 
(Race) to the Home Office and the 
Director of Public Prosecutions. 

It is only quite recently that far-right 
links with terrorism have begun to be 
taken a bit more seriously, although 
even now it seems that Martyn 
Gilleard, for example, received a lesser 
sentence than would have been imposed 
on an Islamist terrorist. Copeland, 
though he received the life sentences 
that were mandatory for his crimes, was 
treated as an isolated madman rather 
than as part of a long history of 
involvement by the extreme right in 
terrorism, of which this article has only 
given examples. 

The public deserve a response from 
the police and intelligence agencies that 
takes far-right terrorism as seriously as 
the Islamist variety and not only fights 
this threat on the domestic front 
but looks at the wider international 
implications. 

The Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO) and other agencies 
have failed to carry out the plan, drawn 
up after the Copeland bombings by 
former Metropolitan Police Assistant 
Commissioner David Veness, the late 
Ron Woodland, an MPS intelligence 
officer, and the author, to set up a joint 
working party, under the title Operation 
Overture, to study this threat and devise 
strategies to contain it. It was 
commonly known as the Lone Wolf 
operation, based on the premise that 
Copeland had carried out his 
murderous campaign on his own, 
something that we have always rejected. 
We cannot think of a far-right terrorist 
act where the perpetrator has not used 
nazi websites or been influenced by the 
writings and speeches of the leaders of 
far-right groups. 

Perhaps things are about to change. 
In May, on his first day as counter 
terrorism coordinator of the Association 
of Chief Police Officers in Scotland, 
Allan Burnett warned that the threat 
from right-wing extremism was as 
damaging to community relations as the 
menace posed by al-Qaeda and that 
forces should not ignore the latent neo- 
nazi presence across the UK. 

“There’s no point promoting positive 
race relations if, in claiming to be 
everyone’s coordinator of counter 


terrorism, you take your eye off the 
right-wing,” he said. ~=a 
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Truth truck or lie lorry? 


Sonia Gable uncovers another BNP financial scandal 


“AFTER MONTHS of research, we have 
come up with a better way of 
spreading the ‘Nationalist Message’ 
right across this country,’ says the 
message that the British National 
Party has been sending out to its 
supporters for several weeks. 

“Our very own personal advertising 
lorry, a ‘Truth Truck’ — brand new and 
custom-built, complete with a high 
definition special lighting system for 
night-time use, and a massive audio 
system for addressing the public. 
Can you imagine it?” continues the 
appeal in terms designed to pull hard 
at the purse strings of “nationalists”. 

There have been personalised letters 
from Nick Griffin, the party chairman, 
headed and “last chance to help 
‘Operation Truth Truck”, imploring in 
underlined type: “Just imagine how 
you will feel, being part owner of our 
very own British National Party 
advertising lorry ...” The party website 
has carried a picture and online 
donation form for several weeks. 

But behind all the excitement lurks 
yet another dodgy deal by the BNP to 
hoodwink its own members. 

One appeal letter puts a figure on 
the cost of buying and equipping the 
“truth truck” of £39,550, arrived at 
after Griffin personally “worked very 
hard researching this project”. It then 
suggests that “we can knock £13,000 
off the amount needed” by opting for 
a “used lorry in first class condition’. 
Yet there is no indication on the 
website appeal that the lorry will be 
anything other than “brand new and 
custom built”. 

Such a compromise could be 
explained away as a better use of 
members’ hard-earned and generously 
given donations, though that is no 
excuse for pulling the wool over 
potential donors’ eyes long after the 
decision to go for a second-hand 
vehicle has already been taken. 


But the lies go further than this. 


At first the excitement rubbed off 
onto BNP members. Posting on the 
members’ internet forum, one person, 
who claimed to have “surprised 
myself by not even hesitating to 
donate £100 towards the campaign’, 
said the truck would also “counter 
commie smear leaflets”. 

One discerning poster was more 
cautious. “Just one thing What 
happened to Bodicea [sic]?” asked “the 
benwell hopper” “Boudica”, as 
“Captain Black” was quick to correct, 
was a second-hand “battle bus” and 
the target of an appeal in 2006 for 
money to put it on the road. Agreeing 
that “a few people will be very miffed 
that it has never been seen by the rank 
and file’, Captain Black could only 
plead that “the failings of the Boudica 
hobby horse should not detract from 
the ambitions of this new venture”. 

Others smelt a rat. Despite Griffin's 
claims to have carried out “months of 
research” before coming up with this 
“new, innovative” idea, if it comes to 
fruition the BNP will not be the first 
organisation in the UK to pin its hopes 
on a “truth truck”. 

Two years ago the anti-abortion UK 
LifeLeague boldly announced the 
“Launch of Britain’s first ever’Truth Truck”. 
A press release on 21 April 2006 thanked 
supporters who “donated generously 
to make this project possible” and 
claimed this would be: “the most 
innovative and what will possibly be the 
most effective campaign in UK Pro-life 
history”. “Operation Truth Truck” would: 
“enable the pro-life message to reach 
the unreached across the towns and 
cities of Britain. These vehicles are 
wholly owned and operated by 
LifeLeague activists,’ it continued. 

There was a picture. And it was no 
coincidence that the only difference 
between the LifeLeague’s “truth truck” 
and the BNP’s one was the particular 
lie on the billboard, because it was the 
same vehicle. 


The UK LifeLeague and the BNP had 
milked their gullible supporters twice 
over for the same truck. 

This is not the first time the BNP has 
had dealings with the UK LifeLeague, 
and more particularly its founder and 
national coordinator, James Dowson. 
Earlier this year many BNP members 
were angry when they found out that 
the party was sending key BNP officers 
on management training courses in 
Spain. Why could the training not 
be held in the UK, asked irate, 
xenophobic party members on a 
popular nazi internet forum until 
the site administrators pulled the 
discussion thread. 

The courses were organised by 
Dowson’'s Belfast-based fundraising 
and management training business, 
the Midas Consultancy, which has 
signed a three-year consultancy con- 
tract with the BNP. Whether it was 
because of the BNP’s growing financial 
difficulties or because Griffin was 
reacting to criticism of his poor admin- 
istrative skills, the party has handed 
over key organisational functions to 
the self-styled vicar and militant anti- 
abortion campaigner. 

It was Dowson who wrote the “truth 
truck” appeal letters in professional 
fundraising style. The Building to Grow 
appeal at the end of last year was also 
his work. The BNP claimed that appeal 
had raised £70,000, which paid for the 
party to move into the new Excalibur 
warehouse and buy “a vast array of 
new equipment” including “an 
envelope stuffing machine’, which by 
June had mysteriously disappeared 
when Simon Darby, the BNP’s deputy 
leader, appealed for volunteers to 
stuff election leaflets into envelopes 
by hand. 

The involvement of Dowson has 
already upset some BNP members 
who do not share his extreme anti- 
abortion views and think he is a 
Catholic, which is anathema to many 


i her before birth - 


in the nationalist party who view the 
Battle of the Boyne as one of England’s 
greatest historical triumphs. In fact 
Dowson is a Protestant but has been 
linked to far-right Catholics in Ireland, 
including Justin Barrett, an anti-EU 
campaigner and vocal opponent of 
immigration, which he describes as a 
“genetic” problem. Back in 2001, when 
Searchlight first exposed Dowson, 
Barrett had donated £50,000 so that 
Dowson’s outfit could produce anti- 
abortion hate CDs and videos to 
distribute in schools and churches in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Dowson is a former member of the 
Orange Lodge in Northern Ireland 
and has admitted involvement with 
hardline loyalist groups in the West 
of Scotland. His tattooed arms 
are evidence of his extremist hate 
connections. 

The LifeLeague, which is secretive 
about its finances, uses highly 
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Spot the difference: above, the BNP’s appeal 
for a“brand new and custom-built” truth 
truck, and left, the used truck bought from 
the UKLifeLeague 


provocative tactics, such as publishing 
the home addresses of abortion clinic 
staff. Similar actions by anti-abortion 
groups in the US have resulted in the 
murder of doctors. 

Dowson’s_ professional “begging 
letters”, as one disillusioned party 
member described them, have not 
been universally welcomed in the BNP. 
Some see their “tone of desperation” 
as indicative of the BNP’s “very serious 
financial trouble’, according to the 
blogsite set up in support of Colin 
Auty’s failed attempt to challenge 
Griffin for the party leadership. 

One member is quoted saying: 
“These bloody letters are an 
embarrassment, I'll not pay another 
penny so he can go and waste it or 
lose another blimp’, in a reference to 
the BNP’s helium balloon that slipped 
its moorings in June because, Darby 
suggested, David Shapcote failed to 
secure it properly. The BNP later 
blamed the loss on a faulty rope. 

The letters themselves may have 
been professional, but Dowson fell 
down in compiling the mailing lists. 


Naturally he needed to dispatch 
the letters to a much wider audience 
than the BNP’s members, who 
have little left to give after constant 
appeals at branch meetings and to 
support election campaigns. However 
Searchlight has received a stream of 
complaints from anti-fascist trade 
unionists and members of the Jewish 
community who have received them. 
The website appeal for the “truth 
truck” shows it adorned with the BNP’s 
ubiquitous election picture of Nick 
Cass and his family alongside the 
slogan “Decent people vote British 
National Party”. The picture, which 
adorned election _ leaflets and 
newspaper advertisements all over the 
country in this year’s May elections and 
several by-elections, concealed Cass’s 
less than decent “tree of life” tattoo. 
The symbol, also known as the 
life rune, is a favourite among nazi 
groups worldwide and, under Hitler, 
was used to represent a project that 
encouraged SS troopers to have 
children out of wedlock with “Aryan” 
mothers and kidnapped children 
of Aryan appearance from the 


countries of occupied Europe to raise 
as Germans. 

A lying picture for a lying appeal. 
How appropriate. << 


By Nick Lowles 


he British National Party failed 
in its attempts to add to its 
councillor base in three east 
London boroughs last month. 
In Havering and Barking and 
Dagenham the BNP trailed in third 
place while in Redbridge the party was 
humiliated with a measly 1.4%. 

These results must have been a 
huge disappointment to the BNP, 
especially as it has councillors in all 
three local authorities. 

The outcome, especially in Barking 
and Dagenham’s Chadwell Heath ward, 
was also a vindication for Searchlight’s 
localised strategy. This ward was the 
BNP’s main target and the focus of 
daily canvassing and leafleting but 
partly because of a huge anti-fascist 
effort the fascists came in a long way 


behind the victorious Conservative 
candidate. 
Chadwell Heath has switched 


political allegiance over the years. 
Once a traditional Conservative ward, 
it became split, electing one 
Conservative councillor, one Labour 
and an independent. In 2006 the 
Labour Party captured all three seats, 
but with Labour’s present difficulties 
and the fact that this by-election was 
caused by the acrimonious resignation 
of a Labour councillor, the seat was 
inevitably going to be difficult to hold. 

The Conservatives, with an eye to 
taking the redrawn Dagenham and 
Rainham parliamentary seat in the 
next general election, threw resources 
into the ward from across London. 
They were helped by fact that their 
candidate was a former local councillor. 
Their win gives the Conservatives two 
councillors in Barking and Dagenham, 
giving them “group” status. 

The ward was also important for the 
BNP. All but one of its 12 councillors 
represent wards on the Barking side of 
the borough but it needed to make 


serious inroads into Dagenham to have 
any serious chance of becoming the 
largest party after the 2010 local 
elections or being a serious contender 
for Dagenham and Rainham in the 
general election. 

With all three parties fighting hard, 
largely at the expense of campaigning 
in the South Hornchurh by-election in 
neighbouring Havering, Searchlight 
focused its resources here too. 
Our intervention took several forms. 

First we produced a letter for 
BME voters, explaining the threat of 
the BNP and the importance of voting. 
We then produced a hard-hitting local 
leaflet criticising the BNP’s perfor- 
mance on the council and highlighting 
its extremist and racist nature. 

Finally, we worked with the Reverend 
Roger Gayler. He has lived and worked 
in the ward for over 15 years and has an 
excellent track record for representing 
the local community and building 
community cohesion. He was precisely 
the type of community endorser that 
Searchlight believes we must identify 
and work with across the country. 

Searchlight helped him produce an 
eve of poll letter which was distributed 
to 2,000 households on the Marks 
Gate estate. From the feedback on 
the doorstep it was clear that it had 
an effect. 

Any doubts about its impact were 
dispelled by the reaction of the BNP. 
When Searchlight issued a callout, 
which included some choice quotes 
from the letter, for activists to help 
deliver it, Robert Bailey, leader of the 
BNP group on the council and the new 
London BNP organiser, went ballistic. 
He demanded that the council’s chief 
executive ban the distribution of the 
leaflet, calling it “unfair”. When that 
failed he turned up to hurl abuse at 
people giving it out. In behaviour quite 
unbecoming of a councillor he shouted 


e. 


x 


= 
fa 
= 


¥A 


SE 
LAP R 


Neetace® i 
Kg 


, 
(NX) 
‘y, 
"y, @ 


= 
LPO 
Sm 


obscenities hoping to whip up a hostile 
reaction from local people against us. 

The response was not what he had 
hoped or perhaps expected. A group of 
white and black young men, who had 
been gathering around the local shops, 
overheard his tirade. On finding out 
that Bailey was from the BNP, they 
discussed attacking him. Fortunately for 
the seemingly unstable Bailey, who 
claims to be a former Royal Marine, it 
took the intervention of Searchlight 
publisher Gerry Gable to calm the 
group down. 

Bailey stormed off threatening 
further action. He returned ten minutes 
later with Richard Barnbrook, the 
BNP’s London Assembly member and 
a colleague of Bailey on Barking 
and Dagenham council, who, obviously 
worried that he would forget his own 
name, was wearing his GLA badge 
around his neck. Barnbrook first tried to 
claim that our leaflets helped the BNP 
but his reasoning collapsed when he 
demanded that we stop handing them 
out. He was forced to admit that our 
literature in this election, especially 
Rev Gayler’s letter, was effective. 

Bailey was not finished yet. He stood 
behind Barnbrook’s shoulder snarling 
and generally making a complete fool of 
himself. He did not seem to appreciate 
being told to seek professional help over 
his anger management issues. On more 
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‘HE PERFORMANCE of the existing BNP = more antisocial behaviour. 
incillors on Barking & Dagenham is @ Decreasing refuse collections, worsening 
mthing to go by, then the voters of general hygiene standards. 
adwell Heath should be worried. In total, the BNP put forward over £7m in 
the recent budget meeting, which decides cuts, affecting the people who need council 
Council's priorities for the year, the BNP services the most and costing 
up proposed millions of pounds of cuts hundreds of local jobs. The BNP 
‘yontline services. They included: proposals would have 

cutting £5.3m from children’s services, Y/Y compromised the safeguarding 
ucing what are already underfunded of vulnerable children and young 
fities for our young people, people as well as their life chances 
Slashing 10% fromthe learning Brg) and education. 

idisabilities budget, affecting the SS Many people voted for the BNP 
because they wanted a change. 

Obviously huge cuts in services and 
support for the most vulnerable people 
wasn't the change they were expecting! 
This is just another reason to make sure 
Reducing the Parks police, the BNP doesn't get elected on 3 July. 
ich would only encourage ey Vote HOPE not hate on 3 July 
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Cutting £2.5m from services 
the elderly, leaving hundreds 
deople with less care than 
ore. 


than one occasion even Barnbrook had 
to tell him to calm down. 

Later Bailey went round to confront 
Rev Gayler at his home. Shouting 
“fascist” at the respected clergyman 
cannot have endeared him to the local 
community. 

The Hope not Hate campaign in 
Chadwell Heath was one of our most 

‘4 intensive in recent times. In total we had 
over 100 activists out on four different 
activities, a great achievement for a 

f council by-election. Most satisfying was 
that the majority of these people were 
new to Hope not Hate activities. 

Mark Perryman of Philosophy 
Football summed up the feeling of 
many of those who turned out. “It is 
good to feel that I am doing something 
really worthwhile. I feel that we are 
making a difference.” 

There is still a great deal of work to 
do in east London between now and the 
2010 London borough elections but we 
are in a better position to lead the 
fightback against the BNP than ever 
before. Hundreds of people have got 
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Far left: councillor Rob Bailey, leader of the 
BNP group on Barking and Dagenham 
council and well known neurotic bully 


involved in the Hope Not Hate 
campaign in London this year and 
several dozen have indicated a 
willingness to stay involved. In addition, 
there is now a really strong network 
across Redbridge and Epping Forest 
and the nucleus of a fantastic local 
group in Barking and Dagenham. 

The BNP suffered a major setback 
in Chadwell Heath. In addition to 
finishing third, Bailey’s antics 
are increasingly alienating decent 
people and will undoubtedly get him 
into trouble with the council, the 
Standards Board or even the police. 
More significantly, the Conservative 
victory is likely to herald a resurgence of 
the party locally and this could well 
negatively affect the BNP which was 
boosted in 2006 by the virtual absence 
of Conservative candidates. 

Barking and Dagenham remains at 
serious risk but the Hope not Hate 
campaign in Chadwell Heath has 
certainly helped stall the BNP advance. 
Now our task is slowly but surely to 
reverse the trend. 


Never again 


The BNP candidate in Cranbrook 
ward, Redbridge, was so upset by 
his abysmal result that he vowed 
never to stand for election again. 
Anthony Young, who polled a 
pathetic 37 votes, accused the 
BNP leadership of running an 
“amateurish” campaign, saying the 
result was “personally painful”. 
Before voters went to the polls, 
Young said he could not 
understand why he was standing 
in the election. “If you were to ask 
me why we bothered to fight this 
time round, | would have to reply 
that trying to understand what 
my party’s leadership is thinking 
is like trying to read the mind 
of God.’ 
Simon Darby (pictured), the 
BNP’s deputy leader and press 
officer, retorted: “He 
shouldn't really be com- 
», ing up with statements 
like that. He wasn't 
pushed into standing. 
| would suggest that 
he won't be standing 
again.’ 
Young's departure 
leaves the BNP with a 
severe shortage of candidates 
willing to stand for the party in 
Redbridge. 


Due to increased coverage of 
the nazi terror trials the “Going 
Local” article advertised in last 
month's Searchlight has been 


postponed until next month. 
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ver 80 Barking and 
Dagenham _ schoolchildren 
played out a thrilling five-a- 
side tournament at the Dagenham 
Town Show last month for the Hope 
not hate cup. 
Both the under 14 and under 16 
winning teams came _ from 
Longbridge youth club, with the 
surprise package being the finalists 
BRITAIN’S GENERAL UNION in the U-14s being from the Barking 
Ladies Junior team. 
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Griffin expels challenger’s 
~ Campaign manager 


By David Williams 


olin Auty’s “challenge” for the 

leadership of the British 

National Party collapsed at the 

end of June when the hapless 
Dewsbury East councillor was forced to 
admit what everyone already suspected, 
namely that he had failed to gain the 
requisite 100 signatures. 

This was “extremely disappointing” 
for his campaign manager Roger 
Robertson, the former BNP South 
East regional organiser, who claimed 
that Auty’s challenge “fell short by just 
a few signatures”. He blamed this on 
the fact that many of their supporters 
had “failed to renew their 2008 
subscriptions” so were not members. 
Others had not been in the party long 
enough to have voting rights under the 
terms of the party constitution. 
Nevertheless, maintained Robertson, 
“Colin was the ideal candidate to lead 
our Party out of the wilderness after 
9 years of stultifying slow growth under 
the present Chairman”. He was wrong 
on the first part but his analysis in 
the second part of that sentence cannot 
be faulted. 

Only 32 people dared openly to back 
Auty’s challenge to Nick Griffin, which 
quickly dropped to 30 when Chris and 
Joanna Beverley withdrew and returned 
to the fold. Of the rest, eight had been 
suspended as a result of last December’s 
internal rebellion and another had had 
his membership renewal rejected. It was 
an inauspicious start. 

The names of those who signed 
Auty’s nomination papers would “not be 
disclosed to Griffin or any of his 
stooges” to avoid “another internal 
bloodbath” of the sort that followed 
Chris Jackson's leadership challenge last 
year, Robertson added. 

This was not the end, “the battle for a 
democratic BNP is far from over”, 
pledged Robertson defiantly. It was for 
him, however. On 6 July Robertson, a 
parish councillor, attended a BNP 
disciplinary tribunal and was summarily 
expelled on charges that have yet to be 


Roger Robertson (left) expelled for opposing BNP chairman Nick Griffin (right) 


revealed. It was a repeat of what 
happened last year, when Jackson's 
campaign manager, Mike Easter, was 
thrown out. 

Griffin knows full well that to expel a 
person who challenges his leadership, 
under the procedure laid down in the 
BNP constitution, would confirm him 
as the autocrat his opponents accuse 
him of being. By expelling Robertson 
and Easter, whatever the official reason 
proffered, he can send a clear message to 
those who would undermine his 
leadership. There may be plenty of kings 
in future but kingmakers could be in 


short supply. 
In contrast to the treatment of 
Robertson, three days after the 


challenge collapsed Auty came in 
for praise from Martin Wingfield, 
editor of the BNP’s newspaper The 
Voice of Freedom. “Colin Auty is a 
brilliant nationalist musician”, blogged 
Wingfield, presumably in an attempt to 
flatter his ego and stop him leaving 
the BNP and its music arm, Great 
White Records, which has produced 
little to justify its existence apart from 
Auty’s album. 

Auty’s leadership challenge was a 
disaster from the start. Matters were 
hardly helped by the fact that many 
party members saw it as little more than 
a vehicle for Sadie Graham, Kenny 
Smith and Steve Blake, the main 
movers in the winter rebellion, for 


whom there is now no way back into 
the party. 

The campaign — which had to 
contend with concerted attempts by the 
Griffin leadership to strangle it at birth 
— also failed to win over the supporters 
of Jackson, who  contemptuously 
dismissed it as “frivolous” and claimed 
that it had undermined a “serious” 
challenge from his faction which 
had had to be put on ice until 2009. 
Jackson and his followers clearly had 
little time for Auty and his “liberal 
principles”, wanting instead a return to 
“proper nationalist principles”. 

Auty’s supporters have pledged to 
continue their campaign to oust Griffin 
with a new challenger, whose name “will 
be kept quiet until it is necessary for 
him or her to proceed through the 
correct channels”. Whether this is to 
avoid the prospective challenger being 
“purged”, as they claim, or because they 
have not yet persuaded anyone to put 
their name on the line is unclear. 

Whether either camp will be allowed 
to mount a challenge next year is 
in doubt. The BNP leadership is 
reportedly calling an extraordinary 
general meeting to be held during 
this month’s Red, White and Blue 
BNP festival at which those who have 
voting member status will be asked 
to change the party constitution to limit 
leadership challenges to once every 
four years. ~= 


The Tamworth liar 


Hardly an election goes by in this country without the 
British National Party attempting to pull the wool over 
the eyes of the voting public. Simon Cressy uncovers a 
BNP member with something to hide. 


SLEEPY TAMWORTH in_ Staffordshire 
was once a solidly working-class 
Labour-voting town. But the 
disappearance of coalmining and 
the shrinkage of local industry 
made Tamworth attractive to people 
living in the nearby West Midlands 
metropolitan county, whose 
population moved there in large 
numbers, turning Tamworth into a 
dormitory town for Birmingham and 
its industrial suburbs. 

Politically Tamworth is 
unremarkable. The town is now 
staunchly Conservative and better 
known as the home of the Reliant 
Robin and for having a pig named 
after the town. It had no history of 
political subterfuge, that is until the 
day the BNP moved in. 

The town has experienced little 
racial tension and was for a long time 
barren ground for extreme-right 
parties. Even at its height in the 1970s 
the National Front, forerunner to the 
BNP, never managed to organise more 
than a tiny, short-lived and completely 
ineffective group. 

The local BNP group appears to have 
very few members with only one 
coming to the fore in recent times. 
Lynne Smith has contested elections 
for the BNP in Tamworth on no fewer 
than three occasions. 

In 2007 she stood in Stonydelph 
ward, coming last with 25.1% of 
the vote. She stood there again this 
May, again finishing last, this time with 
only 20.3%. 

It was when she stood in the 
Castle ward by-election in November 
2007 that she gained media attention. 
The Birmingham Post reported that 
Tamworth’s only independent coun- 
cillor, Chris Cooke, admitted helping 
Smith with her election campaign. 

Cooke, who until 2001 was a high- 
ranking member of the UK 
Independence Party and previously a 
member of the Social Democratic Party, 


which broke away from Labour in 1981, 
owns a printing company called PDQ. 
He admitted that he printed the postal 
vote letters for Smith. 

He also helped Smith post the 
letters to voters. 

Cooke, who represents Glascote 
ward, claimed in his defence that 
he had a longstanding friendship 
with Smith. 

That may be so but it is hoped 
that Smith has been more honest 
with her Glascote friend than she has 
been with the voters of Tamworth, 
because Searchlight can reveal that 
Smith is an alias. Her real name is 
Lynne Brampton. 

Brampton, 52, works for Bombardier 
Transportation, the rail equipment 
division of the Canadian giant the 
Bombardier group. Bombardier 
Transportation is the world’s largest 
company in the rail equipment 
manufacturing and servicing industry. 

Brampton, who is based at 
Bombardier's factory in Derby, is listed 
as the Coordinator for European 
Projects and for EURailSafe, an 
industry safety network set up by 
the Union of European Railway 
Industries (UNIFE). 

UNIFE represents Europe's leading rail 
supply companies active in the design, 
manufacturing, maintenance and 
refurbishment of rail transport systems 
and related equipment. Its mission is to 
provide “competitive railway systems 
for increased rail traffic’. 

UNIFE’s permanent secretariat, based 
in Brussels, maintains close contacts 
with European and _ international 
institutions and has become a major 
partner in consultations on transport- 
related developments. 

Brampton confirmed to Searchlight 
that she and Lynne Smith were the 
same person and that she was a BNP 
member who had stood as an election 
candidate for the party. She also told 
us that she was a frequent visitor to 


Lynne Brampton or Lynne Smith 
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UNIFE’s headquarters in Brussels. 

She was more guarded when we 
asked if Bombardier or UNIFE knew of 
her double life in the BNP. 

On her Friends Reunited website 
Brampton wrote: “I am about to make 
a huge career change ... gulp (very 
nervous about it)” 

If she is applying for a new job, 
Searchlight wonders what name she 
will put on the application form. — 


Homenews _ 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


One swift move 


“ELECT ME into Parliament and I'll 
eradicate in one swift move this knife 
problem facing this capital city”, 
promised Richard Barnbrook after the 
murder of 16-year-old Ben Kinsella in 
north London. He did not elaborate, 
but appealed for Londoners to join 
him in a campaign, “Mothers Against 
Knives”, to present a petition to 
Parliament. 

This came as a shock to the real 
Mothers against knives campaign 
founded in 2005 by two Middlesbrough 
mothers, Barbara Lesley Dunne and 
Councillor Joan McTigue, who 
contacted her local paper to make it clear 
that they did not want the support of the 
BNP’s inept London Assembly member. 

What that “swift move” might be 
became clearer at last month’s Mayor’s 
Question Time when Barnbrook called 
on Boris Johnson to “recognise that 42% 
of knife crime is carried out by the 
African Caribbean community who 
only make up 9% of the population’. 
Obviously the answer to knife 
crime was repatriation, the BNP’s 
not too thinly disguised solution to all 
Britain's problems, which the racist 
party always ascribes to immigration 
and immigrants. 


A week in politics 


In case anyone did not get it, 
Barnbrook’s other questions last month 
bore the same message. Referring to the 
resignation of Ray Lewis as a deputy 
mayor, Barnbrook asked: “will the 
Mayor now start to appoint advisors 
based on merit and real experience 
rather than what I personally consider 
and understand him to be doing, 
appointing anyone just to make up his 
racial quotas?” 

Apart from that, Barnbrook had 
clearly run out of ideas, returning to the 
themes of St George’s Day celebrations, 
the ban on BNP members in the police 
service and prioritising “British culture” 
in London. 

As well as asking silly questions to the 
Mayor and trying to make political 
capital for the BNP out of tragic 
teenage knife victims, Barnbrook has 
had to turn his mind to recruiting the 
researcher and personal assistant to 
which an Assembly member is entitled. 
Emma Colgate, the BNP’s Thurrock 
councillor, and Simon Darby, the 
BNP deputy leader who is commuting 
to London from mid Wales, have 
been filling in, but permanent posts 
on the Greater London Authority 
payroll require applicants _—to 


SIMON DARBY, the BNP’s deputy leader and prolific blogger, was over the 
moon when Nuneaton council’s Conservative cabinet chose the BNP 
councillor Darren Haywood to represent the council on the Camp Hill youth 
club committee. Haywood sits for the Camp Hill ward, but so does Labour's 
Dennis Harvey, who also wanted the role. 

A week later the Conservatives had changed their minds and kicked 
Haywood out after representations from other councillors and some local 
residents. Council leader Marcus Jones told the Heartland Evening News, that 
“upon reflection, we have come to the conclusion that it would not be 
appropriate for a councillor from the BNP to represent the borough on the 


Camp Hill youth centre committee”. 


Alwyn Deacon, the local BNP 


leader, 


accused the council of 


discrimination. Deacon, whom Darby has recently nominated as BNP 
activist of the year, said he and Haywood were “disgusted”. 


Richard Barnbrook celebrates St George's Day 
Photo: David Hoffman 


demonstrate appropriate qualifications 
and experience and go through an open 
recruitment process. 

According to the job description, 
one of the tasks that will face the 
successful candidates for both jobs is 
to “realise the benefits of London's 
diversity by promoting and enabling 
equality of opportunities and promoting 
the diverse needs and aspirations of 
London’s communities”. Quite how 
anyone can do that and work for 
Barnbook is not explained. 

Another publicly funded job is going 
for a “political assistant” to the BNP 
in Barking and Dagenham to “provide 
a comprehensive and _ confidential 
political support service” to the BNP’s 
12 councillors, led by Robert Bailey. 

The purpose of these jobs is to enable 
the BNP’s assembly member and 
councillors to fulfil the duties of their 
respective elected offices, not to act as 
party workers. We expect the GLA and 
Barking and Dagenham Council to 
monitor carefully the effectiveness 
of council taxpayers’ money spent on 
these salaries. 


Resignation exposes 
BNP divisions 


Nick Cass 


COUNCILLOR Colin Auty's decision to 
resign from the BNP, following his 
failure to mount a leadership challenge 
to Nick Griffin (see page 20), leaves the 
BNP with only 54 councillors nationally 
and just one in Kirklees. Auty is sitting 
as an independent but said he will 
resign his Dewsbury East seat on 
Kirklees Council this month. 

His departure revealed the turmoil 
in the BNP in a town where the 
BNP and before it the National 
Front have been active for decades. 
Former councillor David Exley, who 
lost his Heckmondwike seat in the 
May elections, told The Press that he 
quit as local organiser after he was 
ordered by the party hierarchy to 
discipline Auty over comments he made 
to newspapers when he announced his 
chairmanship challenge. 

“| totally refused to discipline him 
because “he had done nothing wrong 
in my eyes,’ said Exley, revealing that a 
few weeks later the national party 
withdrew the local group's credit 
facilities. “I feel this was retribution on 
me for not disciplining Councillor Auty. 
They deny it but | believe it’s true.” 

But Nick Cass, a local BNP activist, 
slated Auty, claiming in a letter to 
The Press that “many had guessed he’d 
resign his party membership when 
it [his leadership challenge] failed” 
He attacked the paper's reporters for 
“lending Mr Auty an uncritical ear’, an 
odd accusation from the BNP, which 
normally complains that the press is 
against their councillors. 

If Auty goes ahead and resigns his 
seat, lan Roper, BNP organiser in 
Kirklees, has pledged to fight the by- 
election “with everything we have got”. 
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By Michael Calderbank 


AS THINGS STAND, hopes that 
moribund mainstream parties will be 
able to re-energise themselves to win 
back white working class voters lost to 
the British National Party (BNP) look 
pretty forlorn. We must recognise that 
there is no quick fix to beating back the 
rise of the far right. Adopting populist 
anti-immigration rhetoric is both wrong 
in principle and utterly counter- 
productive. Simply going onto the 
offensive in terms of identifying 
the BNP as “Nazis” — however accurate 
a description of the  leadership’s 
fundamental ideology — can also be self- 
defeating since, if the rhetoric is judged 
to be excessive in comparison to voters’ 
perceptions of the BNP candidates they 
meet on the doorstep, these tactics 
smack of desperation and further 
entrench their “outsider” appeal. There is 
a role for celebrating diversity and going 
onto the offensive about the cultural 
benefits of a multiracial society, but at 
the same time, we need to be aware that 
such arguments do not speak to angry 
voters desperate to voice their sense of 
disempowerment. Nor do they deal with 
the concrete problems — such as housing, 
low pay or crime- that the far right twist 
and exploit with their racist message. 
To understand the scale of the 
challenge we need to grasp that support 
for the far right cannot be reversed 
either by new policy initiatives, or 
through a vigorous mobilisation behind 
the political parties as they presently 
operate (which is anyway increasingly 
difficult in a context where party 
membership is in steep and continued 
decline, leaving local party organisations 
as little more than hollowed-out shells). 
The problems with our political 
institutions are deeper and more 
structural than-such strategies allow. The 
BNP has picked up support in areas 
where — year in and year out — the 
election of Labour councillors and 
Labour MPs was routinely taken for 
granted. Typically, these communities 
would once have been united around key 


BNP: symptom ofa 


industries, and possessed an organic link 
with the local Labour movement 
through shopfloor union representation 
and political traditions of class solidarity. 
With the transition away from 
manufacturing industry towards service- 
sector based employment, Labour found 
that it now needed to broaden its appeal 
beyond a narrow class-based appeal to 
its traditional electorate. To win a 
parliamentary majority it was clear that 
Labour needed to keep on board its 
traditional diehard supporters and 
simultaneously appeal to wider social 
groupings, a strategy that delivered a 
landslide election victory in 1997. It is 
increasingly evident, however, that the 
emphasis on tailoring the government’s 
policies to the key “swing” voters in 
marginal Middle England constituencies 
has been taking place at the expense of 
any serious effort to retain traditional 
working class support for the party. 
Labour’s  over-reliance on _ focus- 
grouping and political “triangulation” has 
fostered the deeply complacent 
assumption that its own supporters could 
be safely taken for granted because they 
had “nowhere else to go”. 

This cynical logic was encouraged by 
the skewed incentives given out by our 
first-past-the-post electoral system. 
Once a party is certain that a seat is “in 
the bag” there is absolutely no incentive 
to keep campaigning for extra votes, 
since they would simply pile up as a 
surplus. So there is every reason to 
neglect areas in which significant levels 
of support can be assumed. It is far more 
important in electoral terms to 
concentrate on the “precision bombing” 
of floating voters where the contest is 
tightest. Electoral Reform Society 
research suggests that, at its most stark, 
Gordon Brown's majority rests on the 
behaviour of just 8,000 voters in key 
marginal seats. Under this system, 
millions of voters already know in 
advance that their votes have little 
chance of determining the outcome of a 
general election. The same is true of 


iseased body politic 


council wards Labour has historically 
dominated, many of which have seen 
precious little real electoral competition 
until the far right counter-posed itself to 
the complacent local party. And where 
competition between the parties does 
exist, it seems increasingly lacking in 
political substance since the mainstream 
parties have converged onto the 
congested political centre-ground. 
The growth in support for the BNP 
has taken place in a context where, 
for entirely appreciable reasons, voters 
have been left feeling voiceless and 
powerless. It is this vacuum of democratic 
representation that has allowed the space 
for racist parties to build support. 

With working class communities 
being neglected by Labour and with the 
industrial bases of the trade unions on 
the decline, many people feel that “no 
one speaks up for people like us any 
more”. In its desire to transcend the 
reliance on class as an organising 
category of its politics, Labour has 
effectively ceded the notion of class 
solidarity altogether. Yet whilst the 
powerful link between political views 
and class identification might have 
weakened in other parts of the wider 
electorate, we should certainly not 
underestimate the traction that a class- 
based political appeal still has for 
communities that feel marginalised and 
excluded. It is clear that the BNP has 
seized and exploited the very discourse 
of class that the left has effectively 
relinquished, and allied this to a divisive 
politics of ethnic _ particularity. 
This resonates precisely because there 
are genuine causes for the sense that 
these voters have been excluded from a 
meaningful say in the political process. 
The reality is that they save been 
ignored and neglected in favour of 
a politics that is aimed to appeal to a 
socially and economically privileged 
section of the electorate. But in the 
absence of a political programme which 
could rebuild a more inclusive sense of 
empowerment and participation, the 


fundamental problems of political 
disenfranchisement are only being 
approached obliquely, through the 
prism of race. 

There should be no doubt that the 
gains already made by BNP candidates 
are symptomatic of a diseased 
body politic. The valiant efforts of 
Searchlight’s Hope not Hate campaign 
have undoubtedly helped to prevent the 
contagion breaking through more 
virulently. But still, if we are to create 
the space for an effective progressive 
alternative to be built, we must address 
the structural conditions that have led 
to a steady erosion of confidence in 
democratic representation. Beating the 
far right means engaging people at 
grassroots level and mobilising 
politically motivated activists to 
campaign hard in their own 
communities. Our parties presently 
have little incentive to do this until it is 
too late, and will inevitably struggle to 
appeal to working class voters once 
they recognise the danger of the far 
right threatening their local monopoly 
on power. We urgently need to renew 
our democratic political institutions 
and allow space for a politics where 
everybody's voice gets _ heard, 
where parties don't all compete for the 
same congested spot on the political 
centre ground. To do this most 
effectively, parties need to be rewarded 
for winning support in every single 
constituency — Jarrow as well as Harlow, 
Redcar as well as Reading. In short, the 
far right feeds on despair with 
democracy and political disenchant- 
ment. If we simply appeal for voters to 
turn out under these circumstances, we 
are ultimately fighting a losing battle. 
Only by reinvigorating democracy at 
national and local level — and this means 
combating the arguments of the far 
right where they get elected — can we 
rebuild a confident progressive politics 
capable of delivering for all our 
communities and turning the tide on 
the politics of despair. ~= 


Searchlight launched a debate 
in June on the direction and 
priorities for the anti-fascist 
movement. 

Michael Calderbank’s article 
is one of the many responses 
we have received to our 

initial article. 

We also have a Where Now 
section on our website 
(www.hopenothate.org.uk), 
which carries more articles. 

If you would like to contribute 
to the debate, please email us 
at nick@stopthebnp.org.uk. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Third paramilitary group formed 


CZECH NATIONALIST extremists have 
founded another would-be strong-arm squad, 
the Home Guard Civic Association. According 
to press reports, Jan Kopal, a leader of the 
Czech Movement for National Unity (CHN)J), 
and Josef Palicka applied for registration with 
the Interior Ministry on 6 July. 
The new group follows the formation of the 
National Guard, backed by the National 
The sentence is the result of legal action by the _ Party, and the Defence Corps of the fascist 
Belgian anti-racist authority, the CGKR, in Workers’ Party. “It can be said that this is a 
2003. The judge in the case showed little mercy step on the path towards National 
to the two antisemites and ordered their | Democracy, the political party that we are 
immediate arrest. going to found,” Kopal told the Tyden.cz 
Both men have an unenviable website, while Palicka bragged: “We will be 
criminal history, which explains the going against all, we will obtain weapons by 
unprecedented sentence. Verbeke, force. We will encircle the houses and families 
67, has been prosecuted before — of soldiers and policemen.” 
for his activities in Belgium, the The two are also gathering signatures in 
Netherlands and Germany, where support of National Democracy. Kopal, a 
he has spent six months in jail and, notorious figure on the extreme right, 
because of a previous conviction in _ enthusiastically supported the 9/11 terrorist 
Belgium four years ago, lost his civil attacks. In February this year, he helped 
rights. Reynouard, 39, a former organise a demonstration in support of 
member of the defunct nazi Vlastimil Pechanec, a skinhead sentenced to 17 
French and European Nationalist years in prison for the murder of a Roma man. 
Party (PFNE) and a Catholic 
fundamentalist, was given a one- 
year prison sentence and a €13,300 
fine by a French court last year. 
Despite the big difference in 
their ages, Verbeke and Reynouard 
have worked together for some 
time. Reynouard set up Vision 
Historique Objective, a French 
copy of Verbeke’s Vrij Historisch 
Onderzoek (Free — Historical 
Research), which was founded 
in 1983. 


BELGIUM: Revisionists jailed 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/ 
Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


TWO HOLOCAUST DENIERS have been 
sentenced to a year in prison for producing and 
distributing revisionist material. Siegfried 
Verbeke from Belgium and Vincent Reynouard 
from France were also fined €25,000 (420,000) 
each by a court in Brussels on 17 June. 


International 
roundup 


Siegfried Verbeke 


EUROPE 
New rules will hit far right 


THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT has 
adopted new rules making it harder for fringe 
parties to obtain funding, speaking time and 
prominent positions. After the next European 
elections in June 2009 political groups will 
need at least 25 members from at least a 
quarter of the EU’s 27 countries. Previously 20 
members from at least a fifth of the member 
states were required. The change will 
particularly hit the far right. 

Bruno Gollnisch (pictured), from the 
French fascist Front National, tried to block 


HUNGARY: Far-right violence at gay parade 


ss 


Riot police used water cannon and tear gas to 
stop far-right extremists from throwing 
petrol bombs and breaking up the annual gay 


parade in Budapest on 5 July. Hundreds of 9% 


demonstrators hurled firebombs and stones 
at police who were trying to separate them 
from participants in the Gay Pride march. 
The extremists also threw eggs, stink 
bombs and firecrackers and wounded at 


least eight people including two policemen. Jobbik supporters protest at 
Police arrested 45 people at the Budapest's gay pride march 


demonstration and a further six at a nearby 


flat, who had been making stink bombs. The anti-gay mob also burned a 
police van and threw a stone through the window of a police car carrying 
Katalin Levai, a Socialist MEP and human rights activist. Fortunately, 


she escaped injury. 


A leading liberal politician Gabor Horn was attacked, according to a 
local news agency. The violence followed an appeal by the far-right 
leaders Gyorgy Budahazy and Laszlo Toroczkai inviting “Hungarian 
patriots” to travel to Budapest on 5 July to “protect Hungary’s honour” 
from the international gay community. Most of the demonstrators this 
year were heterosexuals, because many homosexuals were afraid to go. 


the vote but was unable to get enough support. 
Far-right MEPs from France, Italy, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Austria, Romania and the UK briefly 
formed the Identity, Tradition, Sovereignty 
group in the Parliament last year but it 
collapsed following a nasty bout of internal 
mid-slinging. 

An official group is eligible for increased 
speaking time and huge financial allowances. 
No doubt the British National Party, which 
hopes soon to get its snout in the European 
Parliament trough, will be disappointed. 
The new rules could also hinder 
Conservative plans to split 
from the European People’s 
Party. Anti-EU Tories would 
like to break away from pro- 
EU parties such as Germany’s 
ruling Christian Democratic 
Union and President Nicolas 
Sarkozy's Union for a Popular 
Movement, but have not been 
able to find enough allies. 


/ >>: Anti-Islamic movement hits the rocks 


Anne Jessen reports from Copenhagen for Demos and Antifa-Net 


AN ATTEMPT to set up a pan- 
European anti-lslam movement is in 
tatters after its launch activities 
turned into a series of disasters and 
its two main components in Denmark 
and the Netherlands split up. 

Stop Islamisation of Europe &, 
(SIOE) was founded in 2007 / »'s 
after Stop Islamisation of ‘4’ 
Denmark (SIAD), led by f 
Anders Gravers, had experi- 
enced momentary success in 
the wake of the controversy 
over the publication of anti- 
Islamic cartoons in a regional 
newspaper in September 2005. 

Gravers and Stephen Gash 
from the UK became SIOE's offi- 
cial press spokesmen, believing 
it would act as a springboard for 
a wider European campaign 
this spring even though similar 
anti-Islamic groups were 
active only in the Netherlands. 
SIOE planned several anti- 
Islam demonstrations but few 
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‘acists fight for 
share of legacy 


By Henrik Lunde for 
Antifa-Netin Oslo 


WHEN NAZIS get near money, all 
hell breaks loose, which is what 
happened recently when an elderly 
racist bequeathed a large sum to the 
Norwegian far right. 

Norway’s extremists are struggling to 
resurface after almost a decade of 
decline, but as soon as the Aryan 
warriors got wind of the money they 
were quick to bestir themselves. 

The will of Clara Weltzin left 2.7 
million kroner (£268,000) to “individuals 
and organisations that work against the 
mass invasion of foreigners into 
Norway” and named four well known 
extreme-right veterans to administer it: 
Erik Gjems-Onstad, Egil Karlsen, 
Bjarne Pettersen, and Norvald Aasen. 

Gjems-Onstad, a lawyer who has 
defended nazis and racists in numerous 
trials, is a former member of the anti- 
immigrant populist Progress Party. 
A leading spokesman for the far right, 
the 86-year-old enjoys bragging about 


took place and the intended large 
rallies turned out to be no more than 
small gatherings in the Netherlands 
and Denmark. 
On 26 January 2008, Gravers 
spoke at a poorly attended SIOE 
demonstration in Amsterdam. 
This was followed by two 
demonstrations in Denmark, 
on 14 March in Hobro and 
on 15 March in Aalborg, 
attended by Martin and 
Monique van der Hulst 
~ from SIOE Netherlands and 
the notorious Dutch nazi Ben 
van der Kooi (pictured). 

Van der Kooi’s presence is 
interesting. His participation 
in demonstrations split SIOE 
in the Netherlands because of 
objections to cooperation 
with a known extremist. 
Others in SIOE were unper- 
turbed and organised another 
demonstration in Amsterdam 
fe on 5 April, but called it off 
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his medals of honour for fighting against 
the Germans in the Second World War. 

Overwhelmed by Weltzin’s generosity, 
the executors soon disagreed on how to 
distribute the loot and a bitter fight broke 
out between the two main organisations 
of Norway’s minuscule extreme right. 

In one corner was the bizarre, Jew- 
hating Vigrid group, led by Tore Tvedt, 
the self-proclaimed prophet of Odin. 
Tvedt was recently convicted for racist 
propaganda after a five-year battle that 
went all the way to the Supreme Court 
over his statement that “Jews are 
parasites that should be wiped out of 
society”. It was Norways first conviction 
for racist statements for many years. 

Pitted against Vigrid was the sad 
figure of @yvind Heian, a former Vigrid 
supporter who has established his own 
political party, the Norwegian Patriots 
(Norgespatriotene). Heian has a 
conviction for threatening Norway’s 
Minister of Justice after his therapist, 
who had listened to his disturbing but 
convincing threats to the minister during 
treatment sessions, alerted the police. 

Both Vigrid and the Norwegian 
Patriots wanted the lion's share of the 
money. When the executors split, Karlsen 
withdrew and Pettersen supported 
Tvedt’s claim and took the case to court. 
This prompted Gjems-Onstad to remove 
Pettersen as an executor. 


when few people turned up. 

The final demonstration was to be 
on 31 May in the heart of 
Copenhagen. By then the rot had set 
in but the grandiose plans for the 
day included speakers from Britain 
and Norway and a rabble bussed in 
from all over Denmark to vent their 
anti-Islam spleen. 

As in Amsterdam, the demonstra- 
tion was, most embarrassingly, 
called off. The official reason was 
that Gash, the main speaker, had 
“been prevented” from taking part. 
A more likely reason is that anti- 
racist groups were organising a large 
counter-demonstration. 

That was the least of SIOE's 
headaches because it emerged that, 
days after the failure of the 
Amsterdam activity on 5 April, SOIE 
Netherlands had withdrawn from 
European co-operation, denouncing 
Gravers as an authoritarian who 
routinely ignores criticism from SIOE 
members. ~a 


Another intriguing character sniffing 
around the moneypot is Eirik “Micro” 
Solheim, the former leader of the 
militant nazi group Viking and now a 
medical practitioner. It appears that 
Gjems-Onstad is ready to hand him as 
much as 250,000 kroner. 

Of greater concern is that Gjems- 
Onstad also wants to hand 250,000 
kroner to Ole Nicolai Kvisler, a violent 
hardcore nazi who still describes himself 
as a political soldier and is serving a 
17-year sentence for the brutal racist 
murder in 2001 of Benjamin 
Hermansen, in whose memory 40,000 
people marched in Oslo. Gjems-Onstad 
told the press that Kvisler was a brave 
soldier who has been wounded in battle 
and needs all the support he can get. 
His statement did not surprise anti- 
fascists because it has long been a 
standard ploy of the far right everywhere 
to politicise its criminal acts. 

The unseemly scrabble for the money 
now seems likely to drag its way 
through the legal system for years. 
Eventually, however, the money will be 
distributed even if there is currently no 
far-right organisation in a position to 
grow substantially from it. The money 
may be used to fund propaganda 
spreading more racist lies and hatred. 
Norway’s anti-fascists are prepared to 
meet that challenge. 


_Nolet-up in fascist violence 


Graeme Atkinson reports 


EVIDENCE CONTINUES to 
emerge of the extent of racist and fascist 
violence in Russia and the failure of the 
authorities to prevent it. 

The respected Moscow-based human 
rights organisation, the SOVA Centre, 
documented at least 47 murders and 
461 attacks with a racist or nationalist 
motive in 2005. The numbers rose in 
2006 to 54 murders and 541 attacks, 
and in 2007, 72 people were killed for 
racist or nationalist motives. 

In the first six months of 2008, the 
SOVA Centre recorded 255 victims of 
racist assaults in 27 Russian regions, 
of whom 58 were killed. In the same 
period last year, 351 people were 
attacked and 49 died. Moscow with 
35 dead and 96 injured and St 
Petersburg with 12 dead and 19 injured 
are still the main centres of violence. 

The continuing violence reflects not 
only endemic racism but also a 
continuing radicalisation of right-wing 
extremist structures and gang culture 
while the leaders of the Russian state 
seem to do little more than pay lip 
service to the problem. 

There are some exceptions. At the 
end of June, the Federal Registration 
Service issued a list of outlawed 
materials deemed “extremist”. The list 
has almost doubled since the beginning 
of 2008 and now consists of 151 items, 
including books, brochures, articles, 
leaflets and other printed materials, as 
well as one film and a music album by a 
group named 73ik/on B, according to the 
official website of the Justice Ministry. 

State prosecutors have charged nine 
members of a nazi skinhead gang with 
20 racist murders and 13 attempted 
murders committed in a series of brutal 
attacks in Moscow between August 
2006 and April 2007. 

The nine, who are aged between 17 
and 22 and include college students and 
a woman who allegedly filmed one of 
the assaults, were led by art student 
Artur Ryno and Pavel Skachevsky. 
The prosecutors have stated that all the 
attacks were motivated by ethnic 
hatred, a claim reinforced by extremist 
literature found in the suspects’ 
possession and by the ethnicity of their 
victims, who included Chinese, ‘Tajiks, 
Uzbeks, Kyrgyz, and Azerbaijanis. 

Ryno was originally arrested in April 


2007 after stabbing an Armenian 
businessman to death. After his arrest, he 
boasted to police that he had murdered 
more than 30 people because Moscow 
“needed to be cleansed” of foreigners. 

The charges followed news that the 
Investigative Committee of the General 
Prosecutor’s Office in Moscow has 
confirmed as genuine the gruesome 
video of a nazi double murder that made 
international headlines in August 2007. 
The film depicted two masked and 
camouflaged members of a previously 
unknown organisation calling itself the 
National Socialist Party of Russia 
(NSPR), who bound and gagged two 
men, from Dagestan and Tajikistan, in a 
forest and forced them to their knees 
beneath a large Nazi flag. They then 
beheaded one and shot the other in the 
head. The film clip was posted on 
the internet via Russian fascist websites. 

Interior Ministry investigators 
originally dismissed the film as a fake 
and did not investigate. Then on 15 
August 2007, Victor Milkov, who had 
posted the video, which he claims he 
received by email from Germany, was 
arrested. He was later sentenced to a 
year’s forced labour for violating article 
282 of the Criminal Code that deals 
with incitement of hatred. 

In January 2008, Artur Umadanov 
from Dagestan recognised his brother 
Shamil, 24, as one of the two victims on 
the video. Umadanov had gone to 
Moscow last summer to work but had 
stopped calling his relatives in the 
middle of August. 

Umadanov’s family reported the 
identification to the police but their 
complaint was not registered until they 
sent a letter directly to President 
Vladimir Putin. 

According to sources of the Russian 
magazine The New Times, four young 
men, members of the violent nazi 
National Socialist Society, have been 
detained as suspects, but the authorities 
have reportedly not announced this 
because one of the suspects is the son of 
a high official in one of the state law 
enforcement agencies. The film of 
the murder is one of the items on the 
Federal Registration Service banned list. 

Recent steps by the authorities fall far 
short of a crackdown. The violence on 
the streets has continued throughout 


the year in the face of a haphazard 
pattern of response by the police and 
justice authorities. 

The facts about many incidents often 
only emerge some time after the event, 
most frequently when details of arrests or 
court cases come to light. For example, 
details were published on 30 June of a 
court case that in many ways sums up the 
current situation in Russia. 

A court in Yekaterinburg, in the 
Sverdlovsvk region, sentenced six 
youths to terms of between six and ten 
years in prison for killing a Russian man 
they mistakenly thought belonged to 
an ethnic minority on 13 January. 
The youths were arrested after stabbing 
and beating their victim to death. 

What was significant was that the 
court threw out charges of extremism, 
despite the accused belonging to a nazi 
gang called Zig 88, which had posted 
video clips on the internet of supporters 
screaming nazi slogans and calling for 
recruits to help them in “cleansing” their 
district of non-Russians. 

Similarly, a security guard in 
Volgograd was charged with a hate 
crime and other offences after racially 
abusing and assaulting an Indian citizen 
and attacking a police officer 
summoned to help on 22 April. 
On 1 July, the guard was charged with 
“hooliganism motivated by racial, 
ethnic, or religious hatred” and insulting 
and threatening violence against a 
public official. 

Also in Volgograd, police arrested an 
18-year-old nazi towards the end of 
June after a three-month manhunt 
following a brutal attack on an anti- 
fascist. The arrested man was allegedly 
the leader of a gang of five nazis who 
organised an attack on an anti-fascist 
activist in Volzhsky by luring him to an 
isolated spot where they hit him on the 
head with a hammer. Luckily, he 
survived. The nazi has been charged 
with assault but not with extremism. 

The courts ignore clear evidence 
(and even formal charges) that violent 
crimes have been aggravated by hate, so 
sentences are lighter. For example, in a 
recent case in Blagoveshchensk in 
the Amur region, three antisemitic 
extremists who called for violence 
against Jews and other minorities 
received only suspended sentences. 


The three members of the local 
branch of the Union of the Russian 
People — a revival of the infamous Black 
Hundreds organisation that murdered 
Jews with impunity in Tsarist times — 
were convicted of inciting ethnic hatred 
and forming an extremist organisation 
that incited hatred against Jews and 
planned to arm itself to “take action” 
against them. The court did not take the 
latter accusation seriously and did not 
impose custodial sentences. 

Whether the jury in this case had 
been intimidated is unclear, but it has 
emerged that nazis and ultra- 
nationalists do attempt to lean on juries. 
The newspaper Moskousky Komsomolets 
reported on 25 June that Alexander 
Matasov and Alexander Kovalyov, two 
nazis belonging to the semi-defunct 
Russian National Unity, who had sent 
death threats to members of the jury at 
the trial of Russian police officers 
accused of torturing ethnic Azeris, had 
been sentenced to six years and two 
years in prison respectively. 

After receiving the threats, which were 
signed “Russian National Unity”, some 
witnesses and jurors backed out of the 
case and one even fled the country. 
The two police officers were acquitted. 
Left unmentioned in the report was any 
indication whether prosecutors will 
revisit the original trial or investigate 
whether an attack on the judge in the case 
was related to the nazis’ death threats. 

In these circumstances of a lack of 
clear and up-to-date information, the 
failures of the police and justice system 
to take on board the importance of 
right-wing extremism as a factor and 
the absence of a consistent and 
concerted policy of stamping out fascist 
violence and murder, the prospects 
facing anti-fascists are daunting. 

Despite all former President Putin's 
fine and moving words on occasions 
such as the 60th anniversary of the 
Soviet Army’s liberation of the 
Auschwitz death camp, closer to home 
his solemn pledges and stirring anti- 
fascist rhetoric do not find practical 
expression. If they did, fascist violence 
would not have claimed the lives of 58 
people this year so far. ~= 


BB With thanks to RIA Novosti, the Sova 
Centre and the UCJS. 


International 
support for Russian 
anti-fascists 


Searchlight and other members 
of the Antifa-Net network have 
raised thousands of pounds in 
support of Russian anti-fascists. 
Antifa-Net, which has 
members in France, the 
Netherlands, Austria, Russia, 
Poland, Germany, Norway, 
Denmark, Sweden, Russia and 
the USA, has collected the 
money to help Russian anti- 
fascists buy vitally needed 


Antifa-Net 


SOLIDARITY WITH 


NTI-FASCISTS IN RUSSIA 


equipment such as computers, cameras and scanners and to 
enable them to make their homes and offices more secure 


from nazi attack. 


The UK arm of the international effort, the Russian Human 
Rights Solidarity Campaign, is grateful to everyone who gave 
so generously but would like particularly to mention the 


support from trade unionists, including the South East 


Region of the TUC. 


A donation and an especially moving letter of support was 
sent by the North Staffs Miners’ Wives Action Group/Women 
against Pit Closures, who wrote: “We wish you well in your 
struggle against fascism, antisemitism and racism. It is truly 
shocking that these forces have appeared again in a country 
that suffered so much at the brutal hands of Hitler fascism. 
In the 1930s, hundreds of British miners went to Spain to join 
the ranks of the heroic International Brigades in the battle 
against Franco. Many laid down their lives in that struggle.’ 

The solidarity campaign continues and we appeal to all 
Searchlight readers who have not yet responded to send a 
donation, and to all our supporters to publicise the issue in 


their communities and organisations. 


DONATE TO THE RUSSIAN HUMAN RIGHTS 


SOLIDARITY FUND 


You can make your donation in several ways. 


Send a cheque or postal order to: Russian Human Rights 
Solidarity Campaign, c/o Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, 


Essex IG5 ONG. 


Pay directly into the Russian Human Rights Solidarity 


Campaign account: 

Sort Code: 40-03-36 

Account Number: 41284479 
IBAN: GB76MIDL40033641284479 
SWIFT CODE : MIDLGB22 

Donate by PayPal at: 


http://www.searchlightmagazine.com/index.php? 


link=RussiaSolidarity. 


International 


ALY The two fascists of Verona 


By Alfio Bernabei 


RICH AND FAMOUS, Verona has 
drifted so much towards the far right 
that it is dangerously close to being 
identified as the fascist capital of Europe. 

Its mayor is a member of the 
xenophobic Northern League who 
received a two-month prison sentence 
for “spreading ideas based on 
discrimination” after he led a campaign 
to throw Gypsies out of town. One of the 
city’s councillors served a three-month 
prison term for incitement to racism. 
People wandering through the streets of 
Verona who happen to look “different” 
risk being beaten up. Last May a youth 
was killed by a nazi gang. 

A town once viewed as a major 
European cultural destination with its 
celebrated Opera Season and 
Shakespearian links —- Romeo and Juliet 
and The Two Gentlemen of Verona — is 
running the risk of being turned into a 
shop window for nazi ideas. The real 
tragedy is that more towns in Italy are 
seeking to imitate it. 

The drift to the far right in Verona 
has been long in the making. In the late 
sixties the town became a springboard 
for fascist terrorists linked with Ordine 
Nuovo (New Order), a movement 
active in the so-called “strategy of 
tension” held responsible for several 
massacres. Verona is home to an 
important Nato base and the local CIA 
station recruited Italian agents who had 
worked for the Nazis and Fascists in the 
Second World War. 

In the seventies the local branch of 
Movimento Sociale Italiano (MSI), the 
neo-fascist party, fostered a new 
generation of activists. Some of them 
pioneered the current wave of nazi rock 
music. It was in the MSI offices that the 
band ZPM came together in 1977. 
They wrote songs such as Jean, in praise 
of the French Waffen-SS Charlemagne 
Division which was the last defender of 
Adolf Hitler’s bunker, and Boia chi molla 
(A curse on the quitter) after one of 
Benito Mussolini’s favourite slogans. 

In the eighties the Fronte Veneto 
Skinheads (FVS), a nazi movement 
linked to the international Blood and 
Honour, descended on _ the 


town, 


attracted by the fascist reputation of a 
local football fan club. Placards were 
spotted in the Verona stadium bearing 
the slogan Gott Mit Uns (God with us), 
the motto inscribed on the belt buckles 
of German Wehrmacht soldiers during 
the Second World War. And it was in 
the town’s main square that a FVS 
poster appeared with the caption: “We 
are a group of nazi fascist executioners. 
We claim our right to belong to this 
territory endangered by the arrival of 
those negro dogs who infect our 
country and bring their drugs into 
Italian blood.” Those responsible were 
arrested and sentenced to prison terms 
but were acquitted on appeal. 

After the FVS, it was the turn of the 
nazi Forza Nuova (FN) to arrive in town. 
The FN treated Verona as its own 
fiefdom. When the police cancelled 
one of its demonstrations it issued 
a statement saying that it did not 
matter much because “Verona is 
already ours”. On one occasion 
FN activists staged a protest to 
prevent a black Dutch 
football player from joining 
the local team. Dressed in 
Ku Klux Klan robes, they 
hanged a black puppet in 
the stadium. 

In 2003 FN activists 
broke into a television 
studio by a side door and 
attacked a representative of 
the Islamic community while 
he was being interviewed. 
When police searched the homes 
of the attackers they found wooden 
cudgels with the inscription “Dux 
Mussolini”, an air gun, bullets, knives 
and swastikas. The lawyer who took up 
their case had previously defended 
Franco Freda, the fascist leader and 
supporter of an “Aryan aristocracy”, and 
the Nazi war criminal Erich Priebke. 

But it was not FN that was to make 
electoral gains. It was the Northern 
League with its equally blunt anti- 
immigrant rhetoric and support for 
extremists that stole the show, helped by 
the usual provocative gestures by some 
of its leaders. In 2004 Roberto Castelli, 


then Justice Minister in the second 
Berlusconi government and a key figure 
in the League, criticised a judge who 
had imposed a_ six-month prison 
sentence on six members of his party 
and went to visit them in jail in Verona 
to show his solidarity. The six had been 
accused of xenophobic behaviour and 
incitement to racial hatred during 
attempts to remove Gypsies from a 
campsite. In passing sentence the judge 
had cited the Mancino law, a piece of 
legislation that was amended in 1993 to 


Flavio Tosi, Northern League 
mayor of Verona 


Andrea Miglioranzi elected 
under the fascist Fiamma 
Tricolore banner 


combat racial, ethnic and 
religious discrimination. 
Castelli basically said: “f** 
that law”. 

Finally, in 2007 the 
Northern League saw one of 
its local rising stars, Flavio 
Tosi, installed in the City 
Hall as mayor. Back in 2001 
Tosi led a _ petition 
demanding the immediate 
removal of Gypsy camps. 
“You too sign the petition to 
throw out the gypsies” ran 
the caption on _ posters 
splashed across the town. 
“Wherever they arrive they 
steal,” he said. His two-month prison 
sentence for spreading ideas based on 
discrimination was reversed by another 
court but the case remains pending. The 
principle of freedom of speech is often 
invoked to reverse such verdicts on 
appeal, and tends to prevail. 

Alongside the election of Tosi as 
mayor was that of Andrea Miglioranzi 
as a councillor. Miglioranzi is currently 
a member of Fiamma Tricolore, the 
fascist party led by the Holocaust 
denying MEP Luca Romagnoli, but 
was once an activist in the FVS. He also 
played with Gesta Bellica, one of the 
best known nazi rock bands which 
produced songs dedicated to Priebke 
(The Captain) and Rudolf Hess 
(Victim of Democracy). 

Last year the Verona Town Council 
went perhaps a bit too far when it chose 
Miglioranzi (“Am I a fascist? That word 
is very dear to me”) as director of the 
local Istituto per la Resistenza, which 
preserves the memory of those who 
fought against the Nazis and Fascists in 
the Second World War. It looked like a 
bit of nazi bravado intended to shock. 
The idea was soon abandoned, but not 
before a cry of despair rose from Vittore 
Bocchetta, a survivor of the German 
concentration camps, who - said, 
“Here in Verona it is worse than in the 
Hitler period, the historical memory of 
what happened has died”. 

Another comment by a local 
journalist sought to sum up the scene. 
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uno per tutti 


tutti per 


MIGLIORANZI: 


“There is a political experiment taking 
place in Verona, led by its mayor. He is 
bringing together two key rightwing 
groups in town: the Catholic 
traditionalist (the so-called Cardinal 
Lefébvre fundamentalist wing that 
sings the Mass in Latin) and followers 
of fascism.” Yes, but that is not all. 
A third group has grown that takes 
encouragement from the situation — the 
nazi gangs who roam the streets 
attacking those who look “different”, 
such as Nicola Tommasoli, who earlier 
this year was kicked to death. 

In any other European country the 
long list of incidents that have 
occurred over the past decade in 
Verona would have sounded alarms, 
prompting enquiries or close 
monitoring by the government. Not in 
Italy. Meanwhile the Verona virus has 
spread to its suburbs. Twenty 
kilometres away a mosque was recently 
bulldozed to the ground. The plan is 
to create a square in its place named 
after Oriana Fallaci, the Italian writer 
who said she was prepared personally 
to blow up a mosque. And in other 
parts of the country Gypsy homes 
have been set on fire. Police are 
entering their camps at dawn to carry 
out identity checks and the Interior 
Minister wants to record the 
fingerprints of all Roma children. 

The anti-fascists are rewriting lines of 
that famous, never to be forgotten poem 
“first they came...” 


HOOLIGANS 


A -Zof Britain's Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the definitive 
account of British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to 
the leaders, from policing to those 
whose lives were ruined by soccer 
violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans A-Land 
Hooligans M-Zare 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 
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HOOUGANS 2 


Nick Lowles and Andy Nicholls 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
@ Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
rete) [fer-Take le layep4 
i Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
against racist gangs 
i Look at howthe Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This and a whole lot moreis 
contained in Hooligans 
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Nazis stage summer of hate 


By Jens Steissel for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Netin 


Hanover 


GERMANY’S BIGGEST NAZI party has 
adopted with a vengeance the maxim 
of the late but unlamented nazi music 
icon lan Stuart Donaldson that music 
is an effective means of transmitting 
political ideas. 

The National Democratic Party 
(NPD) has tried hard to make Stuart's 
prescription a reality this summer by 
means of outdoor festivals in the east 
and south of Germany. Seen as an 
important part of the nazis’ 
propaganda effort and designed to 
appeal to young people and families, 
the festivals combine music and 
political speeches. 

The first festival on 17 May marked 
the party's self-styled Thtringen 
National Youth Day. The event is held 
each year in a different town in 
Thuringen and this year took place in 
Sondershausen in the north of the 
region. Around 200 people attended, 
about a hundred fewer than last year, 
which did not please the NPD. 

The numbers reflected the NPD’s 
situation in Thiringen. Although not 
numerically weak, the local party is 
still riven by internal strife following a 
failed bid led by the frequently 
convicted Thorsten Heise to take over 
the regional party leadership. As a 
result, some well known NPD activists 
absented themselves from 
Sondershausen. Meanwhile, the hate 
rock bands Eternal Pride, Glorial 
Honours, Extressiv and Fight Tonight, 
all from eastern Germany, entertained 
the festival goers, mainly people in 
their late-teens or early twenties. 

Three weeks later, on 7 June, the 
nazis staged a so-called Bavaria Day in 
Ginzburg, Bavaria, and a Franconia Day 
in Weissenohe, also in Bavaria, _ 
200km away. The Ginzburg ~ »\ 
festival was organised by the | 
NPD itself and the rival Y } @ 
event by the party's youth \ : 
outfit, the Young National |. 
Democrats (JN). The events 
were separated because 
the JN’s organisers in 
Franconia regard the 
Bavaria Day organisers cy 
as police spies. 


Around 400 people went to 
Glinzburg to hear speeches by the 
NPD’s leaders and see the hate music 
band Frontalkraft, while 200 trooped 
to Weissenohe and listened to the 
leading fascist lawyer Jurgen Rieger, 
the German nazi bands Gegenschlag 
and White Rebel Boys and the 
Canadian band Vinland Warriors. 

In Saxony, the NPD had planned to 
stage a festival near Dresden on 21 
June, but the city council banned it. 
The NPD managed to hold a rally and 
festival on 5 July in Vogtland in 
southern Saxony with bands and party 
speakers, including Udo Voigt, the 
party chairman. 

On the same day, the NPD in 
Sachsen-Anhalt organised its National 
Youth Summer Festival with around 
200 in attendance and speeches by 
Rieger and Thomas Wulff, one of the 
leading nazis from the so-called Freie 
Kameradschaften who now form part 
of the NPD leadership. Again, the 
entertainment was provided by Rock 
against Communism bands including 
Before the War from Slovakia. 

On 12 July, the NPD's parliamentary 
group in Saxony organised a “family 
summer party” with speeches, music 
and a _ programme for children, 
including a bouncy castle, while 
19 July saw a Rock for Germany 
Festival in Gera in Thiringen. 

The NPD is planning another big 
“summer party” on 9 August in 
Saarland, close to the French border, 
but will return to Thuringen for this 
summer's final event on 13 September 
in Jena, where Freie Kameradschaften 
and NPD activists want to hold their 
third Fest der Volker, which has 
become one of Germany's biggest 
international nazi gatherings. 

These festivals are very important for 
the NPD, enabling it to broaden its 
contact with young people and 
sell CDs, DVDs, literature and 
nazi clothing. The nazis’aim 
is to present themselves 
as kind, attractive, family- 
friendly and “folksy” and 
win new members and 
/ supporters. <q 


The Slovak band 
Before the War 
play at the NPD 
national youth 
festival in 
Sangerhausen 
on 5 July 


OWA 


Rudolf Hess 
commemoration 
banned 


Michael Klein reports 
from Kiel 


1907 Rudolf Hess 
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THE FEDERAL ADMINISTRATIVE Court has imposed a nationwide ban 


on rall 


ies and demonstrations to commemorate the death of the Nazi 
War Cri 


minal Rudolf Hess. The decision, which was eagerly awaited by 


nazis and anti-fascists alike, has great political and legal importance. 
Wunsiedel, a small town in Bavaria, became the nazis’ main centre 


for pi 
follow 
grew | 


grimage after Hess was buried there in mid-August 1987 
ing his suicide in Berlin's Spandau prison. The annual marches 
nto large international nazi gatherings in the early 1990s, but 


faced 


many 


police 


ia3) 


kep 
by the 


fierce anti-fascist opposition. 
From the mid-1990s until 2000, the marches in Wunsiedel and 


other places in Germany were routinely banned. Because of 


this the nazis switched the event to Luxemburg or Denmark, or called 
for intensified leafleting or fly-posting throughout August to waste 


time. 


t was therefore a surprise when the courts allowed the march to 


lace in Wunsiedel again in 2001. The decision sparked protests 
people of Wunsiedel and by anti-fascist groups who started an 


energetic campaign to confront the nazi demonstration. 


n 2005 the German Parliament tightened up paragraph 130 of the 


Criminal Code which deals with incitement. This has made it easier to 
ban the Hess march despite nazi moves to have it overturned on the 


spurio 
The 
argue 


us grounds of “free speech’. 
nazis’ reaction to the latest decision has been mixed. Some 
that there are more important political issues that they can use 


to win support; others advocate decentralised and “spontaneous” 


action 
frustra 
organi 

Jurg 


s to commemorate Hitler's deputy. A third faction has expressed 
tion at the previous optimism of the committee responsible for 
sing the Wunsiedel rally. 

en Rieger, the march organiser and leading nazi lawyer, could 


appeal to the Federal Constitutional Court to get the ban rescinded but 
it might take several years to obtain a final ruling. There will be no big 
commemoration of Hess this year and the nazis will be forced yet again 
to indulge in a game of cat and mouse with the police and antifascists. 


BNP’s friends split 


Kajsa Lindohf 
reports for EXPO 
from Stockholm 


Pan TE INGSSe 
DISSATISFACTION 
with the leaders of the far- 
right National Democrats 
(ND) has led their 
strongest local section to 
leave the party. Most of the 
opposition is directed at Marc ‘Abramsson (pictured), 

the party leader, and Vavra Suk, the party secretary 
and international fascist gadabout. 

The ND elected a new executive at its annual 
meeting on 7 June. The next day the party’s website 
described the past year as the best in its history, 
claiming that it had an impressive leadership and had 
managed both to make an impact in the media and to 
attract more members. It did not mention the growing 
unrest in the party and dissatisfaction with the 
leadership, but soon afterwards 14 leading members 
left the party, criticising the leadership for acting 
undemocratically and against the rules. 

Abramsson and Suk are sharply criticised in several 
ND internal documents seen by EXPO. Markus 
Andersson, a former party executive member, 
expressed his concerns in a letter saying: “The serious 
leadership problems which have made many leave the 
organisation previous years evidently still remain’. 

A letter from Patrik Forsén, former chairman of the 
National Democrat Youth (NDU), agreed with 
Andersson: “In brief you can say that the criticism is 
directed at the leadership's style of aiming at keeping 
itself in power at any price rather than developing the 
organisation and training new people who can take 
responsibility and in that way develop the 
organisation”. In these and other letters, a picture 
emerges of a leadership that uses threats, slander and 
rumours as its standard methods of blocking opposing 
views and suppressing criticism. 

According to their detractors, Abramsson and Suk 
have on occasions flouted board decisions and 
dismissed members from important party 
committees. In a letter dated 13 June the 14 members 
tendered their resignations on the grounds of repeated 
breaches of the party constitution allegedly 
committed by the leadership at the annual meeting. 

Among those quitting are Andersson, Andreas 
Johansson, the NDU’s first vice-chairman, and 
Michael Jansson, the ND’s district organiser in 
Uppsala/Uppland. Most of those signing the letter 
belonged to the party’s Vastmanland district. 

This is not the first time that the organisation, which 
has links with the British National Party and has taken 
part in joint activities with open nazis, has been ripped 
apart by internal conflicts. In August 2004, half the 
party’s board resigned and left the party. Abramsson 
and Suk were also heavily involved then, leading one 
side in a factional feud that they eventually won. —~<@ 
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International 


French fascists play with fire 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


ACTIVISTS OF THE lunatic fringe 
of the extreme right in France have 
embarked on a campaign of political 
violence that now goes as far as 
employing arson, firearms and 
explosives. 

The most recent examples include an 
arson attack at a mosque in Colomiers 
near Toulouse by soldiers sympathetic to 
the far right in April, and attacks against 
motorway speed radars by the FNAR, 
which stands variously for the Armed 
Revolutionary Nationalist Fraction or 


the National Anti-Radar 

Front, depending on the 

nature of its nefarious : 
— ° 


Z) / Thomas Werlet. The deeply antisemit- 


activities at the time. 

Interestingly, this group ®& 
cropped up again in June 
when police arrested a 
badly mutilated man 
following an explosion 
at his flat in a Paris 
suburb, who told them 
he was involved with 
the FNAR. 

The violence in 
April was aimed at 


Thomas Werlet, leader of 
the antisemitic Droite 
Socialiste (Socialist Right) 


property but at the end of May the far 
right suddenly turned to attacking 
people with evident intention to kill. 
During the early hours of 29 May, two 
or perhaps three masked individuals 
went on a shooting spree in Saint- 
Michel-sur-Orge, a southern suburb of 
Paris. Driving around at high speed 
they fired at least 35 shots with a 
machine pistol at youngsters of foreign 
origin. Luckily, nobody was killed. 
Police later rounded up three men who 
claimed to be members of a virtually 
unknown group called Nomad 88. 
That name turns out to be a front for 


the Socialist Right (DS) led by 


ic DS made its first public appearance 


» on 8 March, 2008 when it organ- 


ised a so-called anti-Zionist 
rally to oppose the visit to 
France of Israel’s 
President Shimon Peres. 
It then took part on 8 
May in a gathering in 
Saint-Michel in Paris 
together with the noto- 
rious antisemite Kémi 
Seba, confirming its 
poisonous interest in 
the so-called “Jewish 


question’. 


Seba, whose real name is Stellio Gilles 
Robert Capochichi, was born in 1981 in 
Strasbourg. His parents appear to be 
from Benin, although some sources say 
that one is from Haiti or Ivory Coast. 
In 1999, after a trip to Los Angeles, 
Seba set up an unofficial French branch 
of Louis Farrakhan’s Nation of Islam. 
Around 2002, he decided that Islam was 
a religion “alien to African culture” and 
switched to his own brand of Egyptian 
wisdom, eventually forming a new group 
in July 2003 under the name Parti 
Kémite. This evolved into another black 
separatist movement called Tribu KA, 
which was banned in 2006. 

The DS next popped up ata 
meeting of the far-right Renouveau 
Francais (RF) on 24 May in Villepreux. 
While the RF was somewhat 
embarrassed by the DS's presence, its 
main concern was to fill its “congress” 
so it did not pay too much attention to 
the participants, least of all a significant 
over-representation of skinheads 
among the 350 people there. 

Among those picked up after the 
Saint-Michel-sur-Orge shootings was 
Camille F, who appears in the DS's 
organisational structure as the head of 
Nomad Security. The role of Nomad 
Security is to “ensure the safety of the 
meetings and concerts of the DS as well 
as other nationalist movements”. 
Nomad Security pretends to be a 
professional security outfit; Nomad 88 
is its skinhead street arm. 

This was clear from the way they 
turned out for the Front National’s 
annual May Day march where they 
were easily recognisable from their 
paramilitary posturing, black berets, black 
leather gloves and antiquated tricolour 
flags, the whole ensemble making them 
look like 1930s Croix de Feu fascists. 

The fact that they can parade around 
like this at a gathering of the FN 
demonstrates that the FN has lost the 
attraction it once had for young activists 
of the far right, which has resulted in a 
proliferation of small but very militant 
nationalist groups. 

These groups take their inspiration 
from the claims of the ultra-right 
“thinker” Guillaume Faye that a race 
war is fast approaching, or from books 
such as the infamous nazi blueprint for 
terror The Turner Diaries, which, 
although banned in France, still 
circulates widely on the extreme right. 

For most nationalist and fascist 
activists the transition from fascination 
with violence to actual deeds still largely 
remains a fantasy, but it is nevertheless 
worrying to see how easily they can 
acquire ams and explosives.. ~a 


rimer for post-Britons 


— David Edgar, Searchlight 


‘Some of the sharpest thinking around on both the pitfalls of nationalism 
and the potential for a progressive English identity’ Gary Younge 
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Edited by Mark Perryman 


Featuring chapters by Billy Bragg, Paul Gilroy, Rupa Huq, Tom Nairn and others, 
‘Imagined Nation’ explores the possibilities for England after Britain. A multicultural 
nation, capable of addressing the legacies of history yet confident enough to 
construct an inclusive future. In rejecting a racialised version of Englishness, the 
book confronts one of the core ideas of the Far Right and outlines an alternative 
model for a progressive patriotism. 


Published by Lawrence & Wishart, the book is available direct from www. philosophyfootball.com 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


Join the growing movement for 


All across Britain people are signing up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 


Over 3,000 people have already done so but we need more if we are to 
build a movement that can defeat the BNP in the European elections. 


We need local organisers, activists and people who can work 
behind the scenes. Whatever your abilities, whatever your 
time commitments, there is something for you to do. 


The HOPE not hate campaign will hold a national 
organising school in autumn, but between now and then 
we want to build an alliance of organisations and 

individuals that can spread our message of HOPE. 


So if you want to help stop the BNP from winning MEPs, 
which would give the party far more influence and 
money than its London Assembly seat ever will, then 
please do sign up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 
You will be in good company. 


www.homeeeeiate: oa. uk 


| want to volunteer for the HOPE not hate campaign 
| would like to help set up a local HOPE not hate group in my area 
| would be interested in attending the HOPE not hate organising school 


| would like to affiliate my union/community group/local political party 
to the HOPE not hate campaign 


Name pas 
° 
Address =———————— 
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Postcode 7 © 
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Phone Supported by the N a 
Email —e—— 
Return this slip to Searchlight: PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG : 2 = 
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